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THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
No. 22 of 2005
[15th June, 2005}

- AnAct to provide for setting out the practical regime of right to information for citizens
to secure access fo information under the control of public authorities, in order to promote
transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, the constitution
of a Central Information Cominission and State Information Commissions and for matters
connected therewith or incidental thereto.

Whereas the Constitution of India has established democratic Republic;

And whereas democracy requires an informed citizenry and transparency of information
which are vital to its functioning and also to contain corruption and to hold Governments
and their instrumentalities accountable to the governed;

And whereas revelation of inforiation in actual practice is likely to conflict with other
public interests including efficient operations of the Governments, optimum use of linited
fiscal resources and the preservation of confidentiality of sensitive information;

And whereas it is necessary to harmonise these conflicting intérests while preserving
the paramountcy of the democratic ideal;

Now, therefore, it is expedient to provide for fornishing certain information to citizens
who desire to have it. '

Be it enacted by Parliament in the Fifty'—sixth Year of the Republic of India -
as follows:— '
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CHAPTER -1
PRELIMINARY
This Act may be called the Right to Information Act, 2005,

It extends to the whole of India except the State of Jammu and Kashmir .

The provisions of sub-section (1) of section 4, sub-sections (1) and (2) of
section 5, sections 12, 13, 15,16, 24 , 27 and 28 shall come into force at once,
and the remaining provisions of this Act shall come into force on the one hundred
and twentieth day of its enactment.

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a)

(b)

()

(d)

(e)

€y

"appropriate Government" means in relation to a public authority which is
established, constituted, owned, controlled or substantially financed by funds
vided directly or indirectly— :

(i) by the Central Governinent or the Unidn territory administration, the Central
Government;

(ii) by the State Government, the State Government;

"Central Information Commission" means the Central Information Commission
constituted under sub-section (1) of section 12;

"Central Public Information Officer” means the Ceniral Public Information Of
ficer designated under sub-section (1) and includes a Central Assistant
Public Information Officer designated as such under sub-section (2} of section 5;

"Chief Information Commissioner" and "Information Commissioner” mean
the Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioner appointed
under sub-section (3) of section 12, '

"competent authority" means—

(i) the Speaker in the case of the House of the People or the Legislative As

sembly of a State or a Union territory having such Assembly and the

. Chair man in the case of the Council of States or Legislative Council of a
State,

(ii) the Chief Justice ofr India in the case of the Supreme C(A)urt;‘
(iii) the Chief Justice of the High Court in the case of a High Court;

(iv) the President or the Governor, as the case may be, in the case of other
authorities established or constituted by or under the Constitution;-

(v) the administrator appointed under article 239 of the Constitution;

"information" means any material in any form, 1nclud1ng records, documents,
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(g)

(h)

()

6),

58

memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases, circulars, orders, logbooks,
contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, data material held in any elec
tronic form and information relating to any private body which can be accessed
by a public authority under any other law for the time being in force;

"prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act by the appropriate
Government or the competent authority, as the case may be;

"public authority" means any authority or body or institution of self- government - -
established or constituted—

(a) by or under the Constitution;
(b) by any other law made by Parliament;
(¢) byany other law made by State Legislature§

(d) by notification issued or order made by‘ the appropriate Government, and
includes any—

(i) body owned, controlled or substantially financed,

(i) non-Government organization substantially financed, directly or
indirectly by funds provided by the appropriate Government;

"record" includes—
(a) any document, manuscripi and file;

(b} any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a document;

~(c) any reproduction of image or images embodied in such microfilm (whether

. enlarged or hot); and
(d) any other material produced by a computer or any other device;

"right to information" means the right to information accessible under this Act
which is held by or under the control of any public authority and includes the
right to— _ ~ '

(i) inspection of work, documents, records;

" (i) ta_king notes, extracis or certified copies of documents or records;

(iii) taking certified samples of material;

(iv) obtaining information in the form of diskettes, floppies, tapes, video cas
-settes or in any other electronic mode or through printouts where such
information is stored in a computer or in any other device;

"State Information Commission" means the State Information Commission

-constituted under sub-section (1) of section 15;
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"State Chief Information Commissioner" and "State Information Commissioner”
mean the State Chief Information Cominissioner and the State Information
Commissioner appointed under sub- sectlon (3) of section 15;

"State Public Information Officer" means the State Public Information Officer
designated under sub-section (1) and includes a State Assistant Public Informa
tion Officer designated as such under sub-section (2) of section 5;

"third party" means a person other than the citizen making a request for mfouna .
tion and 1ncludes a public authority.
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4.

CHAPTER - II
RIGHT TO INFORMATION AND

OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

Subject to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall have the right to information.

(1

Every public authority shall—

(a)

(b)

)

(i)

(iii)

(iv)
W)

(vi)

{vii)

(viii)

(ix)
(x)

maintain all its records duly catalogued and indexed in a manner and the
form which facilitates the right to information under this Act and ensure
that all records that are appropriate to be computerized are, within a rea
sonable time and subject to availability of resources, computerized and
connected through a network all over the country on different systems so
that access to such records is facilitated;

publish within one hundred and twenty days from the enactment of this
Act,— _

the particulars of its organisation, functions and duties;
the powers and duties of its officers and employees;

the procedure followed in the decision making process; including
channels of sipeivision and accountability;

the norms set by it for the discharge of its functions;

the rules, regulations, instructions, manuals and records, held by it or
under its control or used by its employees for discharging its functions;

a staternent of the categoues of documents that are held by it or under
its control;

the particulars of any arrangement that exists for consultation with, or
representation by, the members of the public in relation to the formulation
of its policy or implementation thereof;

a statement of the boards, councils, committees and other bodies
consisting of two or more persons constituted as its part or for the purpose
of its advice, and as to whether meetings of those boards, councils,
committees and other bodies are open to the public, or the minutes of
such meetings are accessible for public;

a directory of its OffICCIS and employees

the monthly remuneration received by each of i 1ts officers and employees,
including the system of compensation as provided in its regulations;
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()
(2)

(3)

4)

(xi} . the budget allocated to each of its agency, indicating the particulars of all
plans, proposed expenditures and reports on disbursements made;

(xii) the manner of execution of subsidy programmes, including the amounts
allocated and the details of beneficiaries of such programmes;

(xiii) particulars of recipients of concessions, perniits or authorisations
granted by it;

(xiv) details in respect of the information, available to or held by it, reduced
in an electronic form;

(xv) the particulars of facilities available to citizens for obtaining information,
including the working hours of a library or reading room, if maintained
for public use; :

(xvi) the names, designations and other particulars of the Public Infor
 mation Officers;

(xvii) such other information as may be prescribed and thereafter update these
publications every year;

(c) publish all relevant facts while founulatmg nnpouant policies or announcing the
' decisions which affect public; :

(d) provide reasons for its administrative or quazi-judicial decisions to affected
persons.

Every public authority shall—

It shall be a constant endeavour of every public authority to take steps in accordance
with the requirements of clause (b) of sub-section (1) to provide as much information
suo motu to the public at regular intervals through various means of communications,

including internet, so that the public have minimum resort to the use of this Act to
obtain information. :

For the purposes of sub-section (1), every information shall be disseminated widely
and in such form and manner which is easily accessible to the public.

All materials shall be disseminated taking into consideration the cost effectiveness,
local language and the most effective method of communication in that local arca
and the information should be easily accessible, to the extent possible in-electronic
format with the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, available free or at such cost of the inedium or the print cost price

"as may be prescribed.

Explanation.—For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4), "disseminated” means

- making known or communicated the infortnation to the public through notice boards,

1
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newspapers, public announcements, media broadcasts, the internet or any other means,
including inspection of offices of any public authority.

)

3

CY

(5

(1

Every public authority shall, within one hundred days of the enactirient of this
Act, designate as many officers as the Central Public Information Officers or
State Public Information Officers, as the case may be, in all administrative
units or offices under it as may be necessary to provide information to persons
requesting for the information under this Act.

Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (1), every public authority
shall designate an officer, within one hundred days of the enactment of this
Act, at each sub-divisional level or other sub-district level as a Central Assistant
Public Information Officer or a State Assistant Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, to receive the applications for information or appeals under
this Act for forwarding the same forthwith to the Central Public Information
Officer or the State Public Information Officer or senior officer specified under
sub-section (1) of section 19 or the Central Information Commission or the
State Information Commission, as the case may be:

Provided that where an application for information or appeal is given to a Central
Assistant Public Information Officer or a State Assistant Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, a period of five days shall be added in computing
the period for response specified under sub-section (1) of section 7.,

Every Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, shall deal with requests from persons secking information
and render reasonable assistance to the persons seeking such information.

The Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, may seek the assistance of any other officer as he or she
considers it necessary for the proper discharge of his or her duties.

Any officer, whose assistance has been sought under sub-section (4), shall
render all assistance to the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, seeking his or her assistance and for
the purposes of any contravention of the provisions of this Act, such other
officer shall be treated as a Central Public Information Officer or State Public

Information Officer, as the case may be.

A person, who desires to obtain any information under this Act, shall make a
request in writing or through electronic means in English or Hindi or in the
official language of the area in which the application is being made,
accompanying such fee as may be prescribed, to—

13
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(2)

3

(1

@

(a) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, of the concerned public authority; 7

(b) the Central Assistant Public Infofmation Officer or State Assistant Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, specifying the particulars of
the information sought by him or her:

Provided that where such request cannot be made in writing, the Central

Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case

maybe, shall render all reasonable assistance to- the person making the-
request orally to reduce the same in writing,

An applicant making request for information shall not be required to give any
reason for requesting the information or any other personal details except
those that may be necessary for contacting him.

Where an application is made to a pubhc authority requesting for an
information,— :

() which is held by another public authority; or

(ii) the subject matter of which is more closely connected with the functions
of another public authority, the public authority, to which such application
is made, shall transfer the application or such part of it as may be appropriate
to that '\ rother public authority and inforimi the applicant inunediately about
such transfer: P10v1ded hat the transfer of an application pursuant to this
sub-section shall be made as soon as practicable but in no case later than
five days from the date of receipt of the application

Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 5 or the proviso to sub-
section (3) of section 6, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public

Information Officer, as the case may be, on receipt of a request under section 6

shall, as expeditiously as possible, and in any case within thirty days of the
1ece1pt of the request, either provide the information on payment of such fee as

‘may be prescribed or reject the request for any of the reasons spec:lfled in

sections 8 and 9:

Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or ‘liberty of a
person, the same shall be provided within forty-eight hours of the recelpt of the
request. : :

If the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, fails to give decision on the request for information within
the-period specified under sub-section (1), the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be shall be deemed.
to have refused the request,
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3)

4)

(5)

(6)

N0

(8)

Where a decision is taken to provide the information on payment of any further
fee representing the cost of providing the information, the Central Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officcr, as the case may be,
shall send an intimation to the person making the request, giving—

(a) the details of further fees representing the cost of providing the information
as determined by him, together with the calculations made to arrive at the
amount in accordance with fee prescribed under sub-section (1), requesting
him to deposit that fees, and the period intervening between the dispatch
of the said intimation and payment of fees shall be excluded for the purpose
of calculating the period of thirty days referred to in that sub-section;

(b) information concerning his or her right with respect to review the decision
as to the amount of fees charged or the form of access provided, including
the particulars of the appellate authority, time limit, process and any other
forms, -

Where access to the record or a part thereof is required to be provided under
thisAct and the person to whom access is to be provided is sensorily disabled,
the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as
the case may be, shall provide assistance to enable access to the information,
including providing such assistance as may be appropriate for the inspection,

- Wheie access to information is 16 be provided in the printed orin any electronic

format, the applicant shall, subject to the provisions of sub-section (6), pay
such fee as may be prescribed:

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (1) of section 6 and sub-

sections (1) and (5) of section 7 shall be reasonable and no such fee shall be
charged from the persons who are of below poverty line as may be detelmmed
by the appropriate Government.

Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (5), the person making
request for the information shall be provided the information free of charge
where a public authonty fails to comply w1th the time limits specified in sub-
section (1), '

Before taking any decision under sub-section (1), the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall take into
consideration the representation made by a third party under section 11.

Where a request has been rejected under sdb-section (1), the Central Public

~Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,

shall communicate to the person making the request,—
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(1

(i) the reasons for such rejection;

(ii) the period within which an appeal against such rejection may be preferred;
and '

(iii) the particulars of the appellate authority.

An information shall ordinarily be provided in the form in which it is sought
unless it would disproportionately divert the resources of the public authority
or would be detrimental to the safety or preservation of the record in question.

Notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, there shall be no obligation to

- give any citizen,—

(a) information, disclosure of which would prejudicially affect the sovereignty
and integrity of India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic interests
“of the State, relation with foreign State or lead to incitement of an offence;

(b} information which has been expressly forbidden to be published by any
court of law or tribunal or the disclosure of which may constitute contempt
of court; '

(c) information, the disclosure of which would cause a breach of privilege of
Parliamcnt or the State Legislature;

(d) information including commercial confidence, trade secrets or intellectual
property, the disclosure of which wouid harm the conipetitive position of a
third party, unless the competent authority is satisfied that larger public
interest warrants the disclosure of such information;

(e} information available to a person in his fiduciary relationship, unless the
competent authority is satisfied that the larger public interest warrants the
disclosure of such information;

(f) information received in confidence from foreign Government;

(g) information, the disclosure of which would endanger the life or physical
safety of any person or identify the source of information or assistance
given in confidence for law enforcement or security purposes;

(h) information which would impede the process of investigation or apprehen _
sion or prosecution of offenders;

(i} cabinet papers including records of deliberations of the Council of Ministers,
Secretaries and other officers:

Provided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, the reasons thereof,
and the material on the basis of which the decisions were taken shall be
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(2)

3

made public after the decision has been taken, and the matter is complete,
or over: ‘

Provided further that those matters which come under the exemptions speci
fied in this section shall not be disclosed;

() information which relates to personal information the disclosure of which
has no relationship to any public activity or interest, or which would cause
unwatranted invasion of the privacy of the individual unless the Central
Public Information Offiger or the State Public Information Officer or the
appellate authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that the larger public
interest justifies the disclosure of such information:

Provided that the information which cannot be denied to the Parliament or
a State Legislature shall not be denied to any person.

Notwithstanding anything in the Official Secrets Act, 1923 nor any of the exemp
tions permissible in accordance with sub-section (1), a public authority may
allow access to information, if public interest in disclosure outwelghs the harm
to the protected interests,

Subject to the provisions of clauses (a), (c) and (i) of sub-section (1), any informa
tion relating to any occurrence, event or matter which has taken place, occurred
or happened twenty years before the date sn which any request is made under
secton 6 shail be provided to any person making a request under that section:

Provided that where aliy uestion arises as to the date from which the said
period of twenty years has to be computed, the decision of the Central
Government shall be final, subject to the usual appeals provided for in this Act.

Without pfejudice to the provisions of section 8, a Central Public Information Of

ficer or a State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may reject arequest
for information where such a request for providing access would involve an
infringement of copyright subsisting in a person other than the State.

10. (1)

@

Where a request for access to information is rejected on the ground that it is in
relation to information which is exempt from disclosure, then, not withstanding
anything contained in this Act, access may be provided to that part of the record
which does not contain any information which is exempt from disclosure under
this Act and which can reasonably be severed from any palt that contains exempt
information,

‘Where access is granted to a part of the record under sub-section (1), the Central
Public Information Officer or State-Public Information Officer, as the case
“may be, shall give a notice to the applicant, informing—
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(a) that only part of the record requested, after severance of the record
containing information which is exempt from disclosure, is being provided;

(b) the reasons for the decision, including any findings on any material
question of fact, referring to the material on which those findings were
based;

{c) the name and designation of the person giving the decision;

(d) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the amount of fee
which the applicant is required to deposit; and

(¢) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding non-
disclosure of part of the information, the amount of fee charged or the
form of access provided, including the particulars of the senior officer
specified under sub-section (1) of section 19 or the Central Information
Commission or the State Information Commission, as the case may be,
time limit, process and any other form of access.

Where a Central Public Information Officer or a State Public Information
Officer, as the case may be, intends to disclose any information or record, or
part thereof on a request made under this Act, which relates to or has been
supplied by a third party and has been treated as confidential by that third
party, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer,
as the case may be, shall, within five days from the receipt of the request, give
a written notice to such third party of the request and of the fact that the Central

* Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case

may be, in tends to disclose the information or record, or part thereof, and invite
the third party to make a submission in writing or orally, regarding whether the
information should be disclosed, and such submission of the third party shall
be kept in view while taking a decision about disclosure of information:

Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial secrets protected by
law, disclosure may be allowed if the public interest in disclosure outweighs in
importance any possible harm or injury to the interests of such third party.

Where a notice is served by the Central Public Information Officer or State

Public Information Officer, as the case may be, under sub-section (1) to a third

party in respect of any information or record or part thereof, the third party
shall, within ten days from the date of receipt of such notice, be given the
opportunity to make representation against the proposed disclosure.

Notwithstanding anything contained in section 7, the Central Public Information
Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, shall, within

forty days after receipt of the request under section 6, if the third party has
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)

been given an opportunity to make rei)resentation under sub-section (2), make
a decision as to whether or not to disclose the information or record or part
thereof and give in writing the notice of his decision to the third party.

A notice given under sub-section (3) shall include a statement that the third
party to whom the notice is given is entitled to prefer an appeal under section
19 against the decision.
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CHAPTER - Il

THE CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

12. (D)

2

3

€Y

)

(6)

The Central Governinent shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute
a body to be known as the Central Information Commission to exercise the

powers conferred on, and to perform the functions assigned to, it under this
Act,

The Central Information Commission shall consist of—
(a) the Chief Information Commissioner; and

(b) such number of Central Information Commissioners, not exceedmg ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

The Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall -
be appointed by the President on the recommendation of « committee consisting
of-—

(i) the Prime Minister, who shall be the Chai1person of the comrriittee;
(ii} the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha; and
(iii) a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Prime Minister.

Explanation.—For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared
that where the Leader of Opposition in the House of the People has not
been recognised as such, the Leader of the single largest group in opposition
of the Government in the House of the People shall be deemed to be the
Leader of Opposition.

The general superintendence, direction and management of the affairs of the
Central Information Commission shall vest in the Chief Information
Commissioner who shall be assisted by the Information Commissioners and
may exercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which may be
exercised or done by the Central Information Commission autonomously
without being subjected to directions by any other authority under this Act, -

The Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners shall
be persons of eminence in public life with wide knowledge and experience in
law, science and technology, social service, management, Joumallsm mass
media or administration and governance.

The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Cominissioner shall
not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislature of any State or
Union territory, as the case may be, or hold any other office of profit or connected
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with any political party or carrying on any business or pursuing any profession.

The headquarters of the Central Information Commission shall be at Delhi and
the Central Information Commission may, with the previous approval of the
Central Government, establish offices at other places in India.

The Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office and shall not be eligible for
reappointment:

Provided that no Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office as such
after he has attained the age of sixty-five years.

Every Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office or till he attains the age of

sixty-five years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be eligible for reappointment

as such Information Commissioner:

Provided that evei'y_ Information Commissioner shall, on vacating his office
under this sub-section be eligible for appointinent as the Chief Information
Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-section (3) of section 12:

Provided further that where the Information Commissioner is appointed as the
Chief Information Commissioner, his term of office shall not be more than five
years in aggregate as the Information Commissioner and the Chief Information
Comrnissioier.,

The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner shall
before he enters upon his office make and subscribe before the President or
some other person appointed by him in that behalf, an oath or affirmation
according to the form set out for the purpose in the First Schedule.

The Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Commissioner may,
at any time, by writing under his hand addressed to the PlCSlant 1e51gn from
his office: :

Provided that the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information
Commissioner may be removed in the manner specified under section 14.

The salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of service

of — :

(a) the Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the Chief
Election Commissioner;

(b) an Information Commissioner shall be the same ds that of an Electton
Commissioner: » :

Provided that if the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information
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(1)

2

.(3)

Commissioner, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a pension, other
than a disability or wound pension, in respect of any previous service under
the Government of India or under the Government of a State, his salary in
respect of the service as the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information
Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that pension including any
portion of pension which was commuted and pension equivalent of other forms
of retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent of retirement gratuity:

Provided further that if the Chief Information Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner if, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of
retivement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in a Corporation
established by or under any Central Act or State Act or a Government company
owned or controlled by the Central Government or the State Government, his
salary in respect of the service as the Chief Information Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of pension equivalent
to the retirement benefits:

Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of service
of the Chief Information Commissioner and the Information Commissioners
shall not be varied to their disadvantage after their appointment.

The Central Government shall provide the Chief Information Commissioner
and the Inforimation Commissioners with such officers dn: 1 employees as may
be necessary for the efficient performance of their functions under this Act,
and the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions of
service of the officers and other employees appointed for the purpose of this
Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the Chief Information Commissioner
or any Information Commissioner shall be removed from his office only by
order of the President on the ground of proved misbehaviour or incapacity
after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the President, has, on
inquiry, reported that the Chief Information Commissioner or any Information
Commissioner, as the case may be, ought on such ground be removed.

The President may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit also
from attending the office during inquiry, the Chief Information Commissioner
or Information Commissioner in respect of whom a reference has been made
to the Supreme Court under sub-section (1) until the President has passed orders
on receipt of the report of the Supreme Court on such reference.

Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the President may by
order remove from office the Chief Information Commissioner or any
Information Commissioner if the Chief Information Commissioner or a

31




TG, w0, Wk LOINED BT Wiy, WPk 038, B3T FeRTE0DH REOHTE).
IR0 A5r TR LRodE), g Tots, BRrORRoDE), B8 AT 03eitie Lobs oo ROLOGFRE),
A}, FeIT, RFES o JeedmnS IFY, BT, BeoDERL IS 6, AN
5bod 030, 353 5088 L3088 N %) B, 053 Readrt Rorr0gIt3 08 53 SeBIRRy, ToBerAn
N8, HedT 03adcie tRNRSR PR ¢ AL, He33 e AR, PTRSE, SRR e,
ReIITy, BeCBERL I3 Dedod DY, TSHEHINOR ARPIHE I3, TeII Se8,0,
500 wnEdeE),

B3, wriode, @00, Bk 30308, 3, SeeHEadod BFORTEY), odneye 86073, BN
VTR UvEs, VRADTHROT &5 &g LRoDY, Ty HITHT INTTE, wgewn 3o, Foes wrmm
003, AHFUG wEIITE, T D003, eadé) 0%3 RTED F0BACHE), B /T OINYIe 200
Rezlods RoeorInd), &0edtd @08 eemsndRy, Hdodne T 8, B0, Brebed LOINT,HN T Bnked
0dE, TN T A Kezfod KowoRRO), &Zart Nemdss RoweIRy, A538, B,0deemInent Jehms
D538, NeIIT R T, samd ISR,

3, wriobe, BNDRERE S0d8I I, Bked LOINFToMY Row, 38R D, 28d
Ko BoB, MRy, R0, Sebd IRas 038 GO VmREAOTINE Dedodd), H,m%
RnE38G e,

(6) ~ deor, AMETTY, Tad, Tnled £3030T, D), Bked 22008 BNOR 85 HIHTT ROHE,
e, TEODFTTY Y, et BRI OTBERMIEIRTOR CLERONTRY, D53, FIBOT, trnEes,z.
i B COIHTE N BTN Jesh8 INBERE BHTONIR T, 438 FETOR om0
Rooedas, Seds T, 13drivh e $FS Ao DeogNrvh e [o3 i A T BERLTRTRES
038,03

14, hou, Snted SosERRY S Sivked ko 8 33, IRIBR - (1) (3)e v 3856003
woFeRnoR Yy, T0a, w50kd 0308, L 03ndt Bnked 03B, T, mefprend,
T,08R003d, TRAT 60 D e, Reorens, w0300y NI SELE SoRwoD, S0 ERbd
SOINTRRY, VB RoFERrHWT, Wde Bkd HOINTRRY DHEWBRT DRFIFR GFm
w30t B8 8 Srich T8l SO0 FRm Fdod, or Tker e oa,BI0RH
STBE [08, T 0000 3RcEHEZE) .

(2) Ooey, 8030 03R3 Xorognd), (1)3e v0s &,30000 R0HE, Rpresd, &,03R008,
2083 €033, SRQET B3¢ &3 E02D, Braod SOIVERRY, LT HEod e303BHy, 0% VS, €3y,
B0Z0Z Aefpresd, ), 03n0hs TODOH), 4,804 BoIT Tagy, T8I 3BTy, Bevdrmda=on
T3 00008 UBRFH TREWEBDD TR, UGB PHONEE DeRSRD STHONE, Bl
BIROHHED), 3B VORI, :

32




(4)

Information Comrrﬁssioner, as the case may be,—
(a) is adjudged an insolvent; or

(b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the President,
involves moral turpitude; or

(c) engages during his term of office in ahy paid employment outside the duties
of his office: or

(d) is, in the opinion of the President, unfit to continue in office by reason of
infirmity of mind or body; or -

(e) hasacquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect prejudicially
his functions as the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information
Commissioner,

If the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Commissioner in any
way, concerned or interested in any contract or agreement made by or on behalf
of the Government of India or participates in any way in the profit thereof or in
any benefit or emolument arising there from otherwise than as a member and
in common with the other members of an incorporated company, he shall, for
the purposes of sub-section (1), be deemed to be guilty of misbehavior.
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(1)

CHAPTER - IV
THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

Every State Government shall, by notification in the Official Gazette, constitute

. abody to be known as the ......... {name of the State) Information Commission

2

3)

(4)

)

(6)

M

(L)

to exercise the powers conferred on, and to perform the functions assigned to,
it under this Act.

The State Information Commission shall consist of—
(a) the State Chief Information Commissioner, and

(b) such number of State Information Commissionets, not exceedlng ten, as
may be deemed necessary.

The State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information
Commissioners shall be appointed by the Governor on the recommendation of
a committee consisting of—

(i) the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the committee;

(i) the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly; and

(iii) a Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Chief Minister.
Explanation.—For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared’

~ that where the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assembly has not been

recognized as such, the Leader of the single largest group in opposition of the
Government in the Leglslatlve Assembly shall be deemed to be the Leader of
Opposition,

The general supeuntendencc, direction and management of the affairs of the
State Information Commission shall vest in the State Chief Information
Commissioner who shall be assisted by the State Information Commissioners
and may exercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which may
be exercised or done by the State Information Commission autonomously
without being subjected to directions by any other authority under this Act.
The .State. Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information
Commissioners shall be persons of eminence in public life with wide knowledge
and expetience in law, science and technology, social service, management,

" journalism, mass media or administration and governance, -
‘The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information

Commissioner shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the

‘Legislature of any State or Union territory, as the case may be, or hold any

other office of proflt or connected with any political party or carr ymg on any
business or pursuing any profession. . :

The headquarters of the State Info1mat10n Commlssmn shall be at such place
in the State as the State Government may, by notlﬁcatron in the Official Gazette,
specify and the State Information Commission may, with the previous approvat
of the State Government, establish offices at other places in the State.

The State Chief Iriformation Commissioner shaIl hold office f01 a term of ﬁve
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years from the date on which he enters upon his office and shall not be eligible
for reappointment:

Provided that no State Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office as
such after he has attained the age of sixty-five years.

Every State Information Commissioner shall hold office for a term of five years
from the date on which he enters upon his office or till he attains the age of
sixty- five years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be eligible for reappointment
as such State Information Commissioner: _

Provided that every State Information Commissioner shall, on vacating his office
under this sub-section, be eligible for appointment as the State Chief Information
Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-section (3) of section 15 _
Provided further that where the State Information Commissioner is appointed
as the State Chief Information Commissioner, his term of office shall not be
more than five years in aggregate as the State Information Commissioner and
the State Chief Information Commissioner.

The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner, shall before he enters upon his office make and subscribe before
the Governor or some other person appointed by him in that behalf, an oath or
affirmation according to the form set out for the purpose in the First Schedule.
The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner may, at any time, by writing under his hand addressed to the -
Governor, resign from his office:

Provided that the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissionsr may be removed in ihe manner specified under section 17,
The salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and conditions of service
of— -

(a) the State Chief Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of an

Election Comunissioner;

(b) the State Information Commissioner shall be the same as that of the Chief

Secretary to the State Government:

Provided that if the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a
pension, other than a disability or wound pension, in respect of any previous
service under the Government of India or under the Government of a State, his
salary inrespect of the service as the State Chief Information Commissioner or

. a State Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that

pension including any portion of pension which was commuted and pension
equivalent of other forms of retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent
of retirement gratuity: :

Provided further that where the State Chief Information Commissioner or .
a State Information Commissioner if, at the titne of his appointment s, in receipt
of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in a
Corporation established by or under any Central Act or State Act or a
Government company owned or controlled by the Central Government or the
State Government, his salary in respect of the service as the State Chief

s man s ir
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Information Commissioner or the State Information Commissioner shall be

reduced by the amount of pension equivalent to the retirement benefits:.
Provided also that the salaries, allowances and other conditions of service

of the State Chief Information Commissioner and the State Information

-Commissioners shall not be varied to their disadvantage after their appointment.

The State Government shall provide the State Chief Information Commissioner
and the State Information Commissioners with such officers and employees as
may be necessary for the efficient performance of their functions under this
Act, and the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions
of service of the officers and other employees appointed for the purpose of this
Act shall be such as may be prescribed.
Subject to the provisions. of sub-section (3), the State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner shall be removed from
his office only by order of the Governor on the ground of proved misbehaviour
or incapacity after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the Governor,
has on inquiry, reported that the State Chief Information Commissioner or a
State Information Commissioner, as the case may be, ought on such ground be
removed. '
The Governor may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit also
from attending the office during inquiry, the State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State Information Commissioner in respect of whom a
reference has been made to the Supreme Court under sub-section (1) until the
Governor has passed orders on receipt of the report of the Supreme Court on
such reference.
Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the Governor may by
order remove from office the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner if a State Chief Information Commissioner or a
State Information Commissioner, as the case may be,—
(a) is adjudged an insolvent; or
(b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opinion of the Governor,
involves moral turpitude; or ' '
(c) engages during his term of office in any paid employment outside the
duties of his office; or
(d) is, in the opinion of the Governor, unfit to continue in office by reason of
infirmity of mind or body; or
(e) has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to affect
prejudicially his functions as the State Chief Information Commissioner
or a State Information Commissioner. _ - '
If the State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner in any way, concerned or interested in any contract or agreement
made by or on behalf of the Government of the State or parficipates in any way
in the profit thereof or in any benefit or emoluments arisin g there from otherwise
than as a member and in common with the other members of an incorporated
company, he shall, for the purposes of sub-section (1), be deemed to be guilty
of misbehavior.
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CHAPTER - V

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE INFORMATION

COMMISSIONS, APPEAL AND PENALTIES

18. (1) Subject to the provisions of this Act, it shall be the duty of the Central

(2)

@3)

€Y

Information Comunission or State Information Commission, as the case may
be, to receive and inquire into a complaint from any person,—

(a) who has been unable to submit a request to a Central Public Information -

Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, either by
reason that no such officer has been appointed under this Act, or because
the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, has refused to accept his or her
application for information or appeal under this Act for forwarding the
same to the Cenftral Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer or senior officer specified in sub-section (1) of section 19 or the
Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission,
as the case may be; ' ‘
(b) who has been refused access to any information requested under this Act:
(c) who has not been given a response to a request for information or access
to information within the time limit specified under this Act;
(d) who has been required to pay an amount of fee which he or she considers
unreasonable; _ _
(e) 'who believes that he or she has beer given incomplete, misleading or
- false informatton under this Act; and ' .
{f)  inrespect of any other matter relating to requesting or obtaining access to
records under this Act. _
Where the Central Information Commission or State Information Commission,
as the case may be, is satisfied that there are reasonable grounds to inquire into
the matter, it may initiate an inquiry in respect thereof,
The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as
the case may be, shall, while inquiring into any matter under this section, have
the same powers as are vested in a civil court while trying a suit under the
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, in respect of the following matters, namely:—
(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of persons and compel them to
give oral or written evidence on oath and to produce the documents or
things; ' ' : '
(b) requiring the discovery and inspection of documents;
(c) receiving evidence on affidavit; :
(d) requisitioning any public record or copies thereof from any court or office;
(e) issuing summons for examination of witnesses or documents; and
(f) any other matter which may be prescribed.
Notwithstanding anything inconsistent contained in any other Act of Parliament
or State Legislature, as the case may be, the Central Information Commission
or the State Information Commission, as the case may be, may, during the
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19.

~ inquiry of any complaint under this Act, examine any record to which this Act

applies which is under the control of the public authority, and no such record
may be withheld from it on any g1ounds

Appeal (1) Any person who, does not receive a decision within the time specified

2)

3)

4

(5)

(6)

(M
&)

in sub-section (1) or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of section 7, or is aggrieved
by a decision of the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, may within thirty days from the expiry
of such period or flom the receipt of such 2 decision prefer an appeal to such
officer who is senior in rank to the Central Public Information Officer or State
Public Information Officer as the case may be, in each public authouty
Provided that such officer may admit the appeal after the expiry of the
period of thirty days if he or she is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by

- sufficient cause from filing the appeal in time.

Where an appeal is preferred against an order made by a Central Public
Information Officer or a State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,
under section 11 to disclose third party information, the appeal by the concerned
third party shall be made within thirty days from the date of the order,
A second appeal against the decision under sub-section (1) shall lie within
ninety days from the date on which the decision should have been made or was
actually received, with the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission: _ .

Provided that the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, may admit the appeal after the expiry of the

‘period of ninety days if it is satlsfled that the appellant was prevented by

sufficient cause from fiiing the appeal in time. .

If the decision of the Central Dache Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, against which an appeal is preferred
relates to information of a third party, the Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall give a reasonable

. opportunity of being heard to that third party.

In any appeal proceedings, the onus to prove that a denial of a request was’
justified shall be on the Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, who denied the request.
An appeal under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) shall be disposed of within
thirty days of the receipt of the appeal or within such extended period not
exceeding a total of forty-five days from the date of filing thereof, as the case
may be, for reasons to be recorded in writing,
The decision of the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, shall be binding. :
In its decision, the Central Information Commission or State Informatlon
Commission, as the case may be, has the power to—
(a) require the public authority to take any such steps ‘as may be necessary to
secure compliance with the provisions of this Act, mcludmg——-— ,
(i) by providing access to information, if so 1equested in a particular
form; :
(ii) by appointing a Central Public Information Offlcel or State Pubhc
Information Officer, as the case may be; _
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20.

)

(iii) by publishing certain information or categories of information;
(iv) by making necessary changes to its practices in relation to the
maintenance, management and destruction of records;
(v} by enhancing the provision of training on the right to information for
its officials;
(vi) by providing it with an annual report in comphance with clause (b) of
sub-section (1) of section 4;
(b) require the public authority to compensate the complainant for any loss or
other defriment suffered; _
(¢) impose any of the penalties provided under this Act;
(d) reject the application, '
The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as
the case may be, shall give notice of its decision, including any right of appeal, -
to the complainant and the public authority.

(10) The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as

(D)

2

the case may be, shall decide the appeal in accordance with such procedure as
may be prescribed. _
Where the Central Information Commission or the State¢ Information
Commission, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any complaint or
appeal is of the opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, has, without any reasonable
cause, refused to receive an application for information or has not furnished
information within the time specified under sub-section (1) of section 7 or
malafidely denied the request for information or knowingly given incorrect, -
incomplete or misleading information ordestroyed information which was the
subject of the request or obstructed in any manner in furnishing the information,
it shall impose a penalty of two hundred and fifty rupees each day till application
is received or information is furnished, so however, the total amount of such
penalty shall not exceed twenty-five thousand rupees:

Provided that the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, shall be given a reasonable opportunity
of being heard before any penalty is 1mposed on him:

Provided further that the burden of proving that he acted reasonably and
diligently shall be on the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public

- Information Officer, as the case may be.

Where the Central Information Commission or the State Information
Commission, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any complaint or
appeal is of the opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be, has, without any reasonable
cause and persistently, failed to receive an application for infermation or has -
not furnished information within the time specified under sub-section (1) of
section 7 or malafidely denied the request for information or knowingly given
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information or destroyed information which
was the subject of the request or obstructed in any manner in furnishing the’
information, it shall recommend for disciplinary action against the Central Public
Information Officer or the State Public Information Officer, as the case may

be, under the service rules applicable to him.
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21.

22,

23.

24,

CHAPTER - VI
MISCELLANEOUS

No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against any pe1 son for anything
which is in good faith done or 1ntended to be done under this Act ot any rule made
there under,

The provisions of this Act shall have effect notwithstanding anything inconsistent
therewith contained in the Official Secrets Act, 1923, and any other law for the time
being in force or in any instrument having effect by virtue of any law other than this
Act.

No court shall entertain any suit, application or other proceeding in respect of any
order made under this Act and no such order shall be called in question otherwise
than by way of an appeal under this Act. :

(1) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the intelligence and security
organizations specified in the Second Schedule, being organizations established
by the Central Government or any information furnished by such organizations
to that Government:

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption
and human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of
allegations of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided
after the approval of the Central Information Commission, and notwithstanding
anything contained in section 7, such information shall be prov1ded within
forty-five days from the date of the receipt of request

(2) The Central Government may, by notification in the Offlcial Gazette, amend
the Schedule by including therein any other intelligence or security organization
established by that Government or omitting there from any organization already
specified therein and on the publication of such notification, such organization
shall be deemed to be included in or, as the case may be, omitted from the
Schedule. |

(3) Every notification issued under sub-section (2) shall be laid before each House
of Parliament, : '

(4) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to such intelligence and secunty
organisation being organisations established by the State Government, as that
Government may, from time to t1me by nonﬁcatlon in the Off101a1 Gazette

specify:

47




L3,03 = VI

Toserss

21, RO, Re0r3 81000 3,5300 08, - 8 pR0ea ¢Fm ¢rEd eaohd) dused
RoDTNY LBeHE), R, #8008 RRRE e InEed Yol edAE 3R F0%F BN, o3nde
3,8,00 I, o3zl e, EAEA,ANT BB 33 TR BRER, rng kB R Y

22, BHVDTF) BTtk SOERITRY, BHCOTEIRD- FEFO ORE, MY RVTOD
1923 (19230 19)3€), R, S;,er), ROHE) T iRz 130 BRI BT & VHNITHT
RozN 230 GIRFSE BRAIT LR BOmR RHODTE olnese ODIRE), wronmuriese
T 0H 81 BHNODIE LBWORNWH TOmRIE00IRNTZE,R).

23, T,03850003m¢ 5T T,H,08 FeRer- O3EEIe T,C350DEw & 202078
w@od}a‘) RREHE odRaEde edesd ROWCHITE),. 03nECs tosd. eedF e 30 & , SBOFECDR,,
R,t80%38,0 &), 73), 85 BHIHEE RO, .00 e, SOOHRY, FopwBe) wd clnede Lo
TeBRRy, )b X285 Q.

24, ©oRIHRTY o) NoB AON R NADTTD. - (1) 83 VRRHTREE), ATTH
TR, SUHES UbBABINY, ROFBRATS, 3R, REeos) &t Id3re,8%3 BoR RYNGS
o, SRkd B3, Bz Kog nor o eos Ko nish Reor 08, widNAtha adnedcde Bndodnion
R 08emnEn,g ).

&R0, 3 Rnda SO e SRIE BN 08, 05BN KoroRE Bty
85 03 T900E wRehd), BeoBTRRIYE Q. DB, Triohe, IS BRH,AY o) ogPSeDd
e:scima!m?ﬁ ROLORATOB FtoBODRy, 30T ReRIFRE), deors, Brkod esodnerisy Kad, 383
ZuxR0d Bl ¢ BnbIOHRY, WEARIGR, I, 7S¢ TEdrRe), Dk VR FHIDOHT,
A,£8080 08008 FORZT OSRIAYR or [Rtdod, LENNET,

(2)  Seon, Bords, ©OY3 T, BIHO, KHRMSD FeS B ARFORB M LR
oineiEe E0 rhEHRtes QR Ham 2R ohe, A0k U GE0Y, SImride SRFYTRMG
O3mEdr3e ROK ORI, SWOOR 283y, RIRARINDTY, 80 TR INEWIT FW), ot OB HIZeH
#8380 Jo3d o ROE 0Dy, RBAWOHE), BeORRNEoHOR 3 RoEyRr 3w,
283y, RN ERATIET..

(3) (2)8e evT-B,80eer LROHE, BroRrs I, aoiraocb eﬂ&)maéoﬁsﬂ: :r}o:dé 3 S
3,803,000 BRI @W0ow SREY,E).,

(4) 8 URHANTRY, wHtnordE WRRER, ?33?!—'!355) e;at;af 3 oo 3,Rd,
BRI Swed umed , DO R BRRBIRT0E, Toes, REronon m@wm vt ilevaal
e, Hnked 30, Bi3e Kog non oF,onxdsg e);

48




25.

(5)

&)

2)

€))

Provided that the information pertaining to the allegations of corruption

“and human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of information sought for is in respect of
allegations of violation of human rights, the information shall only be provided
after the approval of the State Information Commission and, notwithstanding
anything contained in section 7, such information shall be provided within forty-

_ five days from the date of the receipt of request.

Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid before the State
Legislature.

The Central Information Commission or State Information Commission, as the
case may be, shall, as soon as practicable after the end of each year, prepare a
report on the implementation of the provisions of this Act during that year and
forward a copy thereof to the appropriate Government.

Each Ministry or Department shall, in relation to the public authorities within
their jurisdiction, collect and provide such information to the Central Information
Commission or State Information Commission, as the case may be, as is required
to prepare the report under this section and comply with the requirements
concerning the furnishing of that information and keepmg of records for the
purposes of this section.

Each report shall state in respect of the year to which the report relates,—
(a) the number of requests made 1o each public authority 8

(b) the number of decisions where applicants were not entitled to access to the
documents pursuant to the requests, the provisions of this Act under which
these decisions were made and the number of times such provisions were
invoked;

(c) the number of appeals referred to the Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the case may be, for review, the nature
of the appeals and the outcome of the appeals;

(d) particulars of any disciplinary action taken against any officer in respect of
the administration of this Act;

(e) the amount of charges collected by each public authority under this Act;

(f) any facts which indicate an effort by the public authorities to administer
and implement the spirit and intention of this Act;

(g) recommendations for reform, including recommendations in respect of the
particular public authorities, for the development, improvement,
modernisation, reform or amendment to this Act or other legislation or -
common law or any other matter relevant for operatlonahsmg the right to
access information, :
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26.

@

)

(1)

(2)

3)

The Central Government or the State Government, as the case may be, may, as
soon as practicable after the end of each year, cause a copy of the report of the
Central Information Commission or the State Information Commission, as the
case may be, referred to in sub-section (1) to be laid before each House of
Parliament or, as the case may be, before each House of the State Legislature,

where there are two Houses, and where thele is one House of the State
Legislature before that House. ‘

If it appears to the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commission, as the case may be, that the practice of a public authority in
relation to the exercise of its functions under this Act does-not conform with
the provisions or spirit of this Act, it may give to the authority a recommendation
specifying the steps wh1ch ought in its optmon to be taken for promoting such
conformtty : :

The- apptopuate Government may, to the extent of avatlablltty of f1nanc1a1 and
other resources,—

(a) develop and organise educatlonal programmes to advance the
understanding of the public, in particular of disadvantaged communities
as to how to exercise the rights contemplated under this Act;

(b). encourage public authorities to participate in the development and
organisation of programmes referred to in clause (a) and to undertake
such programimes themselves, :

(c) promote timely and effective dissemination of accurate information by

public authorities about their activities; and

(d) train Central Public Information Officers or State Pub]ie Information
Officers, as the case may be, of public authorities and produce relevant
training materials for use by the public authorities themselves.

The appropriate Government shall, within eighteen months from the
commencement of this Act, compile in its official language a guide containing
such information, in an easily comprehensible form and manner, as may
reasonably be required by a person who WIShes to exercise any right specified

“in this Act.

The appropriate Govemment shall, if necessary, update and publlsh the
guidelines referred to in sub-section (2) at regular intervals which shall, ‘in
particular and without prejudice to the generality of sub-section (2), include—

(a) the objects of this Act;

(b) the postal and street address, the phone and fax number a’nc'l", if available,
electronic mail address of the Central Public Information Officer or State
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27.

(1)

(2

Public Information Officer, as the case may be, of every public authority
appointed under sub-section (1) of section 5; :

(c) the manner and the form in which request for access to an information
shall be made to a Central Public Information Officer or State Public
Information Officer, as the case may be;

(d) the assistance available from and the dlltleS of the Central Public
" Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may
be, of a public authority under this Act;

(e) theassistance available from the Central Information Commission or State
- Information Commission, as the case may be;

(f) all remedies in law available regarding an act or failure to act in respect
of a right or duty conferred or imposed by this Act including the manner
of filing an appeal to the Commission;

(g) the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of categories of
records in accordance with section 4;

(h) the notices regarding fees to be paid in relation to requests fo1 access (o
an information; and

(i) any additional regulations or circulars made or issued in relation to
obtaining access to an information in accordance with this Act.

(4) The appropriate Government must, if necessary, update and publish the
guidelines at regular intervals.

The appropriate Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules to cairy out the provisions of this Act. :

In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,

such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely:—

(a) the cost of the medium or print cost price of the materlals tobe dlsscmmated
under sub-section (4) of section 4;

(b) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 6;
(c) the fee payable under sub-sections (1) and (5) of section 7;

(d) the salaries and allowances payable to and the terms and conditions of |

service of the officers and other employees under sub-section (6) of section
13 and sub-section (6) of section 16; :

(e) the procedure to be adbpted by the Central Information Commission or
State Information Commission, as the case may be, in deciding the appeals
under sub-section (10) of section 19; and
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28,

29.

30.

3L

(1

2

(D

@

)

o)

(f) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

The competent authority may, by notification in the Official Gazette, make
rules to carry out the provisions of this Act.

In particular, and without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power,
such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters, namely.—

(i) the cost of the medivm or print cost price of the materials to be
disseminated under sub-section (4} of section 4,

(i) the fée payable under sub-section (1) of section 6;
(iii) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 7; and
(iv) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, prescribed.

Every rule made by the Central Government under this Act shall be laid, as
soon as may be after it is made, before each House of Parliament, while it is in
session, for a total period of thirty days which may be comprised in one session
or in two or more successive sessions, and if, before the expiry of the session
immediately following the session or the successive sessions aforesaid, both
Houses agree in making any modification in the rule or both Houses agree that
the rule should not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such
modified form or be of no effect, as the case may be; so, however, that any
such modification or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of
anything previously done vader that rule.

Every rule made under this Act by a State Government shall be laid, as soon as
may be after it is notified, before the State Legislature.

If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this Act, the Central
Government may, by order published in the Official Gazette, make such
provisions not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act as appear to it to be
necessary or expedient for removal of the difficulty:

Provided that no such order shall be made after the expiry of a period of two
years from the date of the commencement of this Act.

Every order made under this section shall, as soon as may be after it is made,
be laid before each House of Parliament.

The Freedom of Information Act, 2002 is hereby repealed.
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BDE0 UZR WPNHLIToN eﬂ@%&d[authorised] TIOD FPVT FHoWTOALTITH
P30 wWeRTNRGL BT,

TAIZ AQFINY DN Oomon, wodwend Inod <IN Zywooren
Br3odnotAtodhod Tozy, Tkd wodpeny) @oIromen, W, SDIIANEL
So3penty 0dm JeEird Breds Sewmen, Foryer®Hmed, Boeo IO
5 TBROTRCAN RO OTTTRDY, VBRTDR VB I3 ARTRNIDB0IH
Q3BT AT ﬁmaﬂab RODOARLTITN.
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12. Togs, abaaoé eﬁoiraen’cj estde3 [Order of the State Information Commission]- “ Toz,

13.

BRHE woleit uKedy) INIHNTHeR DR [F IwRPRTYOpen
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"Commiséion noted that the records relating to land acquisitions are permanent records
and these records cannot be lost, Therefore it is essential to fix resposibility on the concerned for loss
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Form of oath or affirmation to be made by the Cheif Information Commissioner /
-the Information Commissioner / the State Chief information Commissioner / the State

Anexuture-12
THE FIRST SCHEDULE

[See Sections 13 (3) and 16 (3)]

Information Commissioner

uphold the Const1tut1on and the laws

Intelligence and security organisation established by the Central Government - '

Al S RS o A

[ —
= O

e e T S Sy
90-.Jc\<.n:l:-u3m

" THE SECOND SCHEDULE
(See section 24)

Intelligence Bureau

Rescarch and Analysis wing of the Cabinet Secrétariat,
Directorate of Revenue Intelligence - - '
Central Economic Intellgence Bureau

Directorate of Enforcement.

Narcotics Control Bureay

‘Aviation Research Centre.

Special Frontier Force.

Border Security Force,
. Central Reserve Police Force.
. Indo-Tibetan Border Police.
. Central Industrial Security Force,
. National Security Guards,

Assam Rifles,

. Special Service Bureau,
. Special Branch (CID), Andaman and Nicobar.
. The Crime Branch-C,1.D.-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli.

Special branch, Lakshadweep Police.
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., having been appointed Chief Information Commissioner / Inf01 mation
Comumissioner / State Chief Information Commissioner / State Information Commissioner
swear in the name of God solemnly affirm that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the

Constitution of India as by law established, that I will uphold the sovereignty and 1ntegnty
of India, that I will duly and faithfullu and to the best of my ability, knowledge and judgment
perform the duties of my office w1thout fear or favour, affectlon or ill-will and that T will




Anexuture-13

GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA
No:DPAR:74RTI2005 (Part-2) |

Karnataka Government Secretariat

Dept. of Personnel & Administrative Reforms
Janaspandana cell, 3rd floor, podium block,
V.V.Tower, Ambedkar road, V.V, Towers,
Bangalore, dated :11-10 -2005

NOTIFICATION

In exercise of the powers conferred by sub—seétion (1) and (2) of section 27 of the Right to
Information Act, 2005 (Central Act No 22 of 2005), the Government of Karnataka hereby
makes the following rules, namely:-

1.

Title and commencement, -

(1) These rules may be called the Karnataka Right to Information Rules, 2005.

(2) They shall come into force with effect from the date of their publication in the
official Gazette. ,

Definitions. - In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,-

(i} “Act” means the Right to Information Act, 2005 (Central Act 22 of 2005);

(ii) “Section” means section of the Act.

Publication of certain other informations etc; under section 4.-

(1) The information under section 4(4) shall be easily' accessible to the public. It
shall be indicated on the notice board by the Public Information Officer where
these particulars are available. Further the public authorities can adopt any of
the methods provided under the Act for disseminating the information.

(2) Theinformation so disseminated shall also contain the details of phone number,
fax number etc, of the State Public Information Officers and the Assistant
State Public Information Officers of the office in question.

Fee.- |

(1) Any person desirous of obtaining information under sub-section (1) of section
6 of the Act shall make an application in Form-A or in any other format as far
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(2)

3)

4

(5)

as possible containing the particulars specified under the format to the State
Public Information Officer or State Assistant Public Information Officer as
the case may be along with an initial fee of Rs. 10 with his application. Every
officer receiving request under the Act shall give an acknowledgement.

(a) For providing information under subsection (1) of section 7, the fees for
supplying the information shall be charged at Rs.2/- for each page in
respect of matters in A4 size paper.

(b) For providing information under subsection (1) of section 7, in the case
of Maps, Plans, Reports, a Partial record or any Technical data or Sample
or Models, a reasonable fee shall be fixed by the State Public Information
Officer in each case depending upon the cost of labour and material
required to be employed. ,

(¢) Asregards inspection of records and documents, no fee for the first hour.
For every subsequent half an hour or fraction thereof, Rs.20/- shall be
charged from persons making application with initial payment as
prescribed under rule 4(1) above. For inspection of works a reasonable
fee shall be fixed by the State Public Information Officer in each case
depending upon the cost of labour and material required to be employed
apart from initial fees as prescribed under rule 4(1).

For providing information under sub-section (5) of section 7, the fees for
supplying information in Diskette or Floppy or C.D. or in any other Electronic
mode shall be Rs.50/- -

The fee shall be ¢ollected in the form of Indian postal order or D.D. or Bankers
Cheque or Pay order drawn in favour of the State Public Information Officer
or in cash or by remitting it to the Treasury as per Karnataka Financial Code

(KFC).

A person claiming exemption under proviso to sub-section (5) of section 7
shall produce a valid certificate issued by the concerned authority that he/she -
belongs to the Below Poverty Line category

Salary and allowances and conditions of service of officers and employees of
the State Information Commission., -

(1)

The salary and allowances payable to the Officers and erhployees of State

~ Information .Commission shall be-on par with other State Government

‘employees of equivalent rank.
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7.

)

(3)

The rules governing condjtions of service and disciplinary matter of the State
Government employees shall mutatis-mutandis apply to the employees of State
Information Commission subject to modifications specified in schedule to these
rules, ' ' ’ ‘

The method of recruitment shall be in accordance with the provisions under
K.C.S. (General Recruitment) Rules, 1977 by Deputation of Government
Servants of equivalent rank from any of the States Civil Services or Public
sector undertakings or by outsourcing:

Provided that the outsourcing shall be restricted to posts of Cleaning,
Housekeeping, Home Orderlies and Security Guards.

Appeal under sub-section (1) of sectionl9. -

-

)

3)

The Public Authority shall by notification specify the desi gnation of thc officer

to whom the appeals under sub-section (1) of section 19, shall lie.

Every such appeal shall be accompanied by a copy of the order, if any, appealed

against, and it shall specify:-

(i) . the name and address of the apphcant and the partlculals rcgardmg the
State Public Information Officer appealed against .

(ii) the date of receipt of order, if any, from the State Public Information-
Officer appealed against: . 7 '

(iii) the grounds of appeal: and

(iv) the relief which the applicant claiins.

The Appellate Authority under sub section (1) of section 19 shall fix a day for

hearing of the appeal. On the date fixed for hearing the appeal or on further

date to which, the appeal méy be adjourned, the Appellate Authority shall

after hearing the parties pass such ordcrs- on the appeal as it deems fit.

Procedure in Appeals under sub -section (3) of section 19.-

The provisions of rule 6 shall mutatis -mutandis apply to an appeal prefened under-

section 19(3).
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Full Name of the Applicant

2, Address
Details of the document/
Inspection/Samples required

4, Year to which the above pertains
Designation and Address

of the Public Information

Officer from whom the

Information is required

Place:
Date:

Signature of the applicant

By order and in the name of the
Governor of Karnataka

- (K.R.BADIGER)
Under Secretary to Government

Department of Personnel and
Administrative Reforms

(Janaspandana Cell)
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To:

The compiler Karnataka, Gazette for publication in the extraordinary Gazette and to
supply 1000 copies to the Under Secretary to Government, Department of Personnel
and Administrative Reforms, Janaspandana Cell, Podium Block, V.V.Tower,
Bangalore-560001. The Principal Secretaries and Secretaries to Govt. in all
Departments may please be supplied with 100 copies each.

Copy to:
1 The Chief Secretary to Governinent, Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore.
2. The Additional Chief Secretary to Government, Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore.
3, The Additiorial Chief Secretary and Develbpmeht Commissioner.
4. . The Additional Chief Secretéry & Principal Secretary to Government, Planning &
Statistics Department, Bangalore.
5. The Additional Chief Secretaries to Government.
6. The P11n01pal Sec1eta1y/Sec1eta1y to Chief Mmlste1 Chlef Mmlster Secretariat,
Vidhana Soudha, Bangalore..
7. Allthe Prmc1pal Secretaries / Secretaries to Government
8.  The S¢ cretary to Governor, Raj Bhavan, Bangalore.
9. The Registrar General, High Court of Karnataka, Bangalore.
10. The Secretary, Karnataka Public Service Commission, Bangalore.
11, All the Heads of Deparfment. :
12, The Secretary, Karnataka Legislative Assembly.
13, The Secretary Karnataka Legislative Council.
14. Al the Chief Executives of Boards and Corporations.
15. The Deputy Commissioners of all the Districts.
16.  The Chief Execittive Officers of Zilla Panchayath,
17.  The Registrar, Karnataka Lokayukta, Bangalore.
18.  The Registrar, Karnataka Administrative Tubunal BDA Complex, Indiranagar,
Bangalore.
19. The Registrar, Karnataka Appellate Tribunal, M.S.Building, Bangalore.
20. Press.Table.
© 21,

Section Guard file/Spare Copy/Weekly Gazette.
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Compilation of A review of the important
rulings of the Karnataka Information
~ Commission under RTI Act-2005






Part-1
PUBLIC AUTHORITY

Kannada Sahithya Parishat is a Public Authority
An applicant to the Kannada Sahithya Parishat (KSP) sought information under the RTI Act.

However KSP refused to accept the application on the ground that it is not a public
authority as contemplated under the RTI Act. The applicant filed a complaint in the KIC. The
P10, Kannada and Culture Department, (the KSP is under this department) furnished the
required information. He also stated that the KSP has appointed the PIO and Appellate
Authority thereby accepting that it is covered under the RTI Act. Thus Kannada Sahithya
Parishat is a Public Authority [KIC 73 COM 2007 dated 17.5.2007]

Unaided Institutions are not Public Authorities
There may be many institutions, which do not receive any grant or financial assistance

directly or indirectly from the Central or State Government. Such institutions are not
covered within the ambit of RT| Act. For example some of the educational institutions run
by private trusts or societies without any grants may not be called as public authorities.
Whereas institutions which receive funds from the Government either directly or indirectly
may be termed as public authorities

Shri.Murali Krishna Kattimani sought Information from the Block Education Officer [BEO],
Raichur, about the name of the teachers with their educational qualifications of the
Sugureshwara Primary and High School and Vidya Bharathi Primary and High School,
Raichur. There was some delay in providing the information. The applicant appealed to the
KIC. During the hearing the BEO, submitted that the information had to be collected from
the schools and hence the delay. He also said that schools were unaided. The KIC held that if
the institutions are unaided, the RTI Act is not applicable to them. In this case the BEQ
should have rejected the request of the applicant. [KIC 880 PTN 2010 dated 21.5.2010]

Grant-in-aid institutions are Public Authorities
Grant-in-aid institutions are classified as public authorities. Shri.Vijayakumar submitted an

application to Mount Carmel College, Bangalore, and sought (a) certified copy of the
statement showing the details of salary paid to S.Venkatesh (b) pension papers of
Smt.Padma M.R.{c) Salary statement of Smt.Padma showing the deductions made towards
PF fund from 1993 to date of retirement and {d) certified copy of appointment order of
MrJacob C.K. The college issued an intimation to the applicant through its advocate stating
that the provisions of the RTI Act is not applicable to the college as it is not a public
authority as defined under the RTI Act. It also stated that even if the college falls within the
purview of the RTI Act, it is not under obligation to furnish the documents demanded by the
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applicant in view of Section 8(1) (j) of the RTI Act. Aggrieved by the decision of the college,
the applicant filed a complaint to the KIC. The KIC noted that Mount Carmel College is a
grant-in-aid institution and hence it is a Public Authority as defined under Section 4(1) of
the RTI Act. The KIC said that the contention of the college (Principal) that it is not a public
authority is not correct. It also observed that information sought by the applicant relating
to the employees Is not personal information and is not exempt from disclosure. On the
other hand the information is to be published by each of the public authorities as part of
their proactive disclosure under Section 4{1} (b) of the RTI Act. [KIC 199 PTN 2010 dated
28.4.2010]

An applicant sought information on the appointment of a teacher in Sri Vivekananda Grant-
in-Aid Nursery and Primary School, Mysore. As there was no response, the applicant
approached the DDPI, Mysore, who directed the applicant to approach the BEQ, to obtain
the information. Yet he could not get any reply. He appealed to-the KIC. During the hearing
the KIC observed that the school is a public authority under the RTI Act, as it is substantially
financed by the State Government. [t had failed to appoint the Head Master or any other
responsible person as state PIO. The KIC directed the Secretary of the institution to furnish
the information and appoint the PIO,

RECORDS MANAGEMENT & PUBLICATION OF SUO MOTU
' INFORMATION

The Government of Karnataka, Department of Personnel & Administrative Reforms (AR)
has issued a circular wherein it has directed all public authorities to display the details of
public information officers on the notice boards of their offices. Further it has observed
that ‘during a recent inspection of the Secretariat departments, it was noticed that some
departments have not displayed the same on the notice board. It is requested that those
departments should take immediate action to publish the same on their notice boards’
(Circular No.DPAR 52 RTI 2007 dated 14.5:2007)

Fee to be collected

The Government of Karnataka in its RTI Rules has prescribed further fee to be paid by the
applicants for obtaining copies of the proactive disclosure published by public authorities
under Section 4 (1) (b} of the RTI Act. As per the RTI Rules, the fee is Re.1 per page. However
the fee for any other information/document is Rs.2 per page for general public. In view of|
the above the Public Information Officer should ensure that if the applicant is seeking copies
of the document/information relating to any of those listed in Section 4 (1)(b) of the RTI Act,
the fee to be collected is ONE rupee per page. [Notification No.DPAR-11-RTI-12 dated
26.12,2006] , , ' '

132



1. Sri.G.Vincent submitted an application to the Karnataka Legislative Assembly, Vidhana
Soudha, Bangalore, and sought information i.e. list of records catalogued and indexed
as envisaged under Section 4 {1){a) and copy of the suo motu declaration as required)
under Section 4(1}(b} of the RTI Act. Though the PIO furnished copy of the suo motu
declaration, the details of records catalogued and indexed were not provided. On
appeal, the Commission directed the PIO to complete the task within 45 days and
furnish a copy of the same to the complainant, free of cost. [KIC 82 COM 2008 dated
17.4.2008]

2. Sri.5.N.Subramanya sought information about cataloguing and indexing of records and
copies of suo motu declaration from Horticultural Produce Co-operative and Marketing
Society [HOPCOMS]. There was delay on the part of the PIO in responding to the
request. During the hearing the PIO submitted that they have approached the National
Informatics Centre, Bangalore, for development of website as well as cataloguing and
indexing of records. However the KIC noted that on previous occasion the Managing
Director of HOPCOMS had made similar submission. Hence it directed him to pay
Rs.500 personally to the complainanf for causing the adjournment of the case.

CATALOGUING AND INDEXING — BEST PRACTICE

Smt.A.P.Radha submitted an applicafion to the City Municipal Council (CMC}, Madikeri, and
sought mutation copy, recards velating to changing the extent of land, mutation register
extract and other details. These documents related to the years 1934-35 to 1938-39, The PIO
gave some information but mutation extract relating to the year 1936-37 could not be
furnished as the relevant records could not be traced. This was intimated to the applicant,
The applicant filed an appeal before the KIC and stated that the registers like mutation
register and property register are permanent records, which cannot be misplaced or lost.
She sought a direction from the KIC to search and trace the relevant records and provide
copies. Accordingly the KIC directed the PIO to undertake the task of cataloguing and
indexing of records as envisaged under Section 4(1} (a} of the Act within 30 days from
17.4.2007, under compliance to the KIC. The case was adjourned to 7.9.2007. On 10" May
2007 the CMC filed a letter with the KIC stating that the work of cataloguing and indeking of
records has been undertaken. But during the hearing on 7" September 2007 the Accounts
Officer of CMC representing the PiO stated that no progress has been made in cataloging
and indexing of records and this work will be undertaken only dfter the records are shifted to
record room of the new building which Is under construction.

The KIC directed Shri.D.H.Raya, Commissioner and PIO, CMC, Madikeri, to file an affidavit
with the KIC indicating the progress of the work. He was also directed to show cause why |
penalty under Section 20{1) of the RTI Act should not be levied upon him for the consequent
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delay in providing information to the applicant. Through a copy of this letter the KIC aiso
brought this dereliction of duty to the personal notice of Joint Secretary to Government,
Urban Development Department to initiate action against him for not attending to the work.
The case was adjourned to 4% December 2007.

On 4™ December 2007, the Commissioner, CMC, Madikeri was present and stated that he
was the First Appellate Authority and not PIO. He submitted that although Rs.6 lakhs has
been earmarked for setting up a record room, this work is not complete. In the meantime all
the records have been duly catalogued and indexed and these have been arranged in the
existing premises. He further stated that the mutation register for the period 1934-35 to
1938-39 has been traced and the same was shown to the applicant. The KIC placed on
record the good work done by Sri. Raya and recommended that action initiated against him,
if any, may be dropped. [KIC 74 APL 2007 dated 17.4.2007, 7.9.2007 and 4.12.2007]

Suo-motu information not as per RTI Act

3. Sri Chandan submitted an applicafion to the CMC, Bidar, and sought a copy of the pro-
active disclosure as required under Section 4(1} (b) of the RTI Act. As the information
was incomplete and not as per the 17 templates prescribed in the RT| Act the applicant
complained to ' the KiC. The KIC found that the suo-motu declaration published
contained only one page, It directed the PiO to revise the suo-motu declaration already
published by incorporating latest information and provide a copy to the applicant, free
of cost, through registered post. [KIC 75 COM 2008 dated 17.4.2008]

" Procedure for maintenance of records

4. Sri.V.Vijayan sought some information from Bangalore University. The applicant was
not satisfied with the information furnished. A complaint was filed with the KIC. The KIC
in its order dated 3.12.2007 had noted that there was no proper procedure in
Bangalore University as regards maintenance, management and destruction of records.
Exercising its powers vested under Section 19(8)(a}(iv) of the RTI Act, the KIC directed
the Registrar to evolve a correct and proper procedure for maintenance, classification
and preservation of records. He was also directed to undertake the task of cataloguing
and indexing of records and file a compliance report.Again on 13.3.2008 the KIC
directed Bangalore University to file a report indicating the progress achieved in
cataloguing and indexing of records at the earliest but latest within one month. [KIC
3234 COM 2007 dated 2.4.2008] -
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Document destroyed as per Rules

5. From the long list of appeals and complaints filed before the KIC on the grounds of non-
availability of records, it is observed that the public authorities have not followed the
age old system of classifying records like A,B,C and D. If the public authorities
implement the Record Retention Schedule, a large number of records unwanted
records can be weeded out. This exercise will make space for records that are to be
maintained. The P10 will not be required to furnish documents which are destroyed as
per the norms followed by the public authority. However only in a few cases that the
PIOs have been able to convince the KIC that records are maintained as per the
Schedule. Sri.Firoz M. Khan sough some documents from the Revenue Department
(Muzarai), Bangalore. The PIO submitted before the KIC that the record sought by the
applicant was classified as ‘D’ and subsequently destroyed as per the endorsement
issued by the Department of Archives. The KIC noted the compliance and disposed off
accordingly. [KIC 2236 COM 2007 dated 20.3.2008]

Non-availability of records

6. Sri.N.Shivakumar had sought, through an RTI application, copies of the index of land,
records of rights, grant order and saguvali chit in respect of land in survey No.63 of
Sonappanahalli. The PIO furnished the available records but not the grand order. On
appeal the PIO admitted before the Cormmission that the same was not traceable in the
Taluk Office. The Commission noted that the Tahasildar of the Taluk Office has not
catalogued and indexed the records as envisaged under Section 4(1)(a) of the RTI Act.
The Commission directed the PIO to complete the process of cataloguing and tndexing
the records immediately, but not {ater than 30 days and furnish a list of records so
catalogued and indexed in the form of CD to the applicant. In the meantime, during the
process of cataloguing and indexing of the records, if the relevant file is traced, the
required information should be given to the applicant free of cost, through registered
post acknowledgement due.

Obtaining records by invoking KMC Act

7. An application was submitted to the PIO & Joint Director of Town Planning, BBMP,
Bangalore, seeking documents relating to the sanctioning of construction of apartment
in Ali Asker Road, Bangalore. As there was delay in replying to the application, a
complaint was filed before the KIC. During the hearing the present PIO submitted that
the file was not traceable. The then PIO in the BBMP stated that he had-handed over all
the relevant records on his transfer to Sri.Ramanna, Town Planning Supervisor. The
Assistant Director of Town Planning confirmed the fact of handing over of the records.
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It was also reported that Sri Ramanna is no more in service as he has expired. The PIO
sought time to trace the relevant record within the BBMP, and also make attempts with
other agencies such as BWSSB, BESCOM etc. to trace the original copy of the sanctioned
plan. The KIC directed the PIO to explore the possibility of obtaining the certified copy
of the said documents from BWSSB, BESCOM etc. and also obtain a copy of the same
from the owner of the building by invoking the power available under the Karnataka
Municipal Council {(KMC) Act. [KIC 1291 COM 2007 dated 18.3.2008]

Asking bribe for providing records

8.

Sri.Srinivasa Kudva sought some records from the Office of the Chief Engineer Bruhut
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike. The record was not furnished. The applicant filed a
complaint before the KIC. The PIO submitted that the process of cataloguing and
indexing of the record is under progress, but the relevant record was not traceable. The
applicant submitted that this is irrelevant and misleading. He said that when he
approached the BBMP, he was told that the record is very old and it is difficult to search
out and trace and in case if he pays more money, the records will be identified and
given. However the applicant was unable to identify the person who demanded the
money. The KIC directed the PIO to complete the process of cataloguing and indexing of
all the records within 30 days and also conduct an internal inquiry to find out the
concerned persons who demanded illegal gratification.[KIC. 2972 COM 2007 dated
4.3.2008)

Fixing responsibility for loss of records

9.

In a number of complaints and appeals filed before the KIC, it is observed that the
public authorities have given least importance for preservation of records. In some
cases the KIC has taken serious view about the loss of records which are to be
preserved permanently. In such cases the KIC has asked the PIOs to trace the file or
reconstruct the files and furnish it to the applicants. It has also directed the public
authorities to conduct inquiries and take action against the officials who were
responsible for loss of the documents. Sri.Anjaneyaiu sought information from
Bangalore Development Authority (BDA) relating to parks, open spaces and civic
amenity sites. The PIO stated before the KiC that the relevant documents are not
traceable as it is 30 years old, However the KIC noted that records relating to formation
of civic amenities sites, parks, playgrounds etc, in the layout plan are permanent
records and they cannot be lost or misplaced. Having said so, the KIC directed the BDA
to hold internal enquiry and fix the responsibitity on the concerned and take suitable
action against them if it is proved that the records have been lost or misplaced
wantonly. [KIC 1628 COM 2007 dated 7.3.2008]
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Tampering of records by staff

10. Sri.J.H.Devaraj, filed an application to the PIO, Agriculture Department, Manvi, seeking
details of total quantity of fertilizer, seeds, insecticides released from the government
and list of beneficiaries to whom these materials are distributed. The PiO did not
furnish the information within the stipulated period of 30 days. Thereafter the applicant
filed an appeal with the appellate authority who also did not dispose of the case. A
second appeal was filed with the KIC. On issue of summons, the PIO furnished some
information, which was incomplete as the information furnished in respect of
beneficiaries was incorrect. The KIC noted that the information furnished seems to have
been tampered and they have taken photo copies covering the signatures of the
beneficiaries to whom the fertilizer, seeds etc. have been distrjbuted. The KIC directed,
Director, Department of Agriculture, Commissioner’s Office, Department of Agriculture,
Bangalore, to conduct an enquiry on Sri.Maribasavana Gowda, Assistant Director of
Agricuiture, Manvi, within 30 days and furnish a copy of the report to the KIC.

Directing PIO not to provide information is illegal

11. Can a Gram Panchyat pass a resolution directing the concerned PIO not to furnish
information sought by an applicant under the RTI Act? One cannot think of such a
situation. But the Karamudi Gram Panchyat, Yalaburga Taluk, Koppal District did pass a
resolution ana prehibited the PIO from providing the information. The PIO did try to
convince the President and Members of the Gram Panchyat about the duties and
responsibilities of the PIO under the RTI Act. The PIO pleaded before the Commission
that the delay in furnishing the information was-due to this resolution. Taking a serious
view of the illegal resolution, the Commission directed the Secretary to Government,
RDPR Department and CEQ, Zilla Panchyat, Koppal, to call for records and cancel the
resolution. It also directed the Secretary to take suitable action against the President
and Members of the Gram Panchyat who have violated the RTI Act. The Commission
awarded Rs.1500 to the applicant to be paid from the funds of the Gram Panchyat. [KIC
319 APL 2008 dated 20.11.2008]

Part-2

_ DISPOSAL OF APPLICATIONS
Appointment of PIQ

1. One of the basic requirements of the RTI Act is that each of the public authorities has
to' designate as many PIOs as it is necessary. There are no specific rules about the.
qualification and eligibility conditions for being appointed as PIO. However it is
essential that senior officials who are experienced are appointed as PIOs. Further,
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those officials who are required to travel often on official duties may be avoided.
Once designated the PIOs are to be trained and provided with all other facilities to
discharge their duties effectively. It has come to the notice of the KIC that some
public authorities have not given serious thought while designating the PIOs. As a
result, officials, who have no knowledge of RTI have been designated to the post of
PIO. Sri. K.S.Periyaswamy submitted an application to Mysore Urban Development
Authority (MUDA), Mysore, and sought certified copies of sanctioned layout plan,
work order, issued. by MUDA and other related documents. As the PIO did not
respond, the applicant filed a complaint with KIC. The KIC passed preliminary
orders, against which the PIO furnished some documents to the applicant, However
the documents/information was incomplete. The KIC noted that the PIO appointed by
MUDA, is not a competent person as he is working as an Assistant Horticulture
Officer. The KIC felt that it is better to appoint technical persons as PIO by the
Commissioner, MUDA. [KIC 4948 COM 2007 dated 9.4.2008]

Application need not be in particular format

2. The PiOs have to remember that the RTI Act does not prescribe a particular format
in which citizens have to submit the application. As long as the basic information like
the name and address of the applicant, information sought, the year to which it
pertains, details of the application fee and signature are present in the application,
the PIO has to accept the same and take action according to the provisions of the RTI
Act. PIOs cannot reject the applications if they are not in the prescribed format, even
if a format has been prescribed by the Public Authority, Srl.AJA Poovalah, submitted
an application to the Assistant Conservator of Forests, Madikeri, and sought certain
information. The PIO rejected the application and refused to provide the
information. The applicant filed a complaint with the KIC and stated that the PIO has
to be penalized for charging additional fee towards the cost of supplying information
contained in four pages. During the hearing the PIO stated that he was under the
impression that the notified format of application is required. However he
submitted that such violation will not happen in future and tendered unconditional
apology in this regard. The KIC directed the PIO that the application not in the
prescribed format should not have been returned to the applicant.

Duty of the P10 to obtain information from subordinates

3. It is true that all the information/documents sought by the citizens will not be
. available with the PIO of the public authority. Hence it is the responsibility of the PIO
to collect the required information from those who are holding it and then furnish it

to the applicant. Sri.Tukaram Ekkaru sought the names and addresses of PIOs and
Appellate Authorities of the Office of Deputy Conservator of Forests and its
subordinate offices. But the PIO furnished the information relating to his office and
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directed the applicant to obtain the information from subordinate offices. Sri
Tukaram filed an appeal in the KIC on the grounds of giving incomplete-information.

“The KIC said that in cases where the information is available with the subordinate
~ officers, who are-not the PIOs, it is the responsibility of the PIO to collect the

information from the concerned officers and provide the same to the appllcants

[KIC 3275 COM 2008 dt. 22. 8. 2008 at Mangalore]

Non-cooperation of the subordinate staff

4.

it is true that all the informatlon or records that may be sought by the applicants
may not be available with the concerned PIO. Records may be with other staff and
caseworkers who are not designated as PIO. However it is the responsibility of the

-PIO to get the required documents from the staff or caseworkers and furnish it to

the applicant within the time limit specified in the RTI Act. The RTI Act provides fora

' scheme wherein the PIO can seek the assistance of any other person in the publlc

authorlty for collecting the information. Such persons.whose assistance is sought by
the PIO will be deemed to be the PiO.[Section 5(4)]. That person will be liable for any
delay in furnishing the information. The applicant namely Sri.B.Prakash Bhat sought
some records relating to Nirmal Nagara Yojana from the Mangalore City Corporation
(MCC). In the absence of any response the applicant filed a complaint in the

Commission; It ‘was noted that the information was furnished only after the

Commission issued the summons. The PIO stated that the delay was due to non-
cooperation from the subordinate staff. The 'Commission observed that it is up to
them: to initiate disciplinary act|on by bringing out list of officials who have not
responded to the assistance sought by them under Section 5( 4} of the Act by putting
suitable proposal to the Commissioner, MCC, who should take approoriate action.

* [KIC 205 COM 2008, KIC 206 COM 2008 & KIC 210 COM 2008 dated 10.9.2008]

seeking clarification or opinion is not information”

- 5.

The RTEAct gwes the citizens the right to access information as is available with the
Public Authorities. The PIOs are required to furnish information and documents
contalnlng the information w1thout making any changes. The very objective of RTI

(Actisto promote_t_ran'sparencyrand accountability. Hence the PIOs aré not supp'osed

to provide information as it exists. Hence citizens cannot ask questions or seek
opmlons on a partlcular deuston of the Public Authority. Bes:des, there ‘is no
provision in the RTI Act to seek clanflcatlons ona particular issue. However the PIOs
should remember that they cannot. I'EJEC'_C applications which are in the form of

- questions when Information is available for that question or clarification. For

example if an applicant asks ‘How many contractors subritted offers for a particular
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tender’, the PIO cannot deny the information on the ground that it is in the form of a
question. Since information exists with the Public Authority, it should be provided.

But if an applicant asks the meaning 6f some of the words used in a document, it can
be denied. '

Payment of fee and cost

6. The RTI Act and Rules provides for payment of application fee of Rs.10. This amount
is to be remitted in the form as prescribed in the Rules made by the Government
and also by the Competent Authority. What happens if the mode of payment of
application as prescribed by the Government and Competent Authorities differ? An
applicant sought some documents from the High Court of Karnataka. The PIO
(Deputy Registrar) rejected the request on two grounds. Firstly, the initial fee of
Rs.10 was paid by the applicant through Indian Postal Order. But this was not the
prescribed mode of payment of fee under the Rules framed by the High Court of
Karnataka as competent authority under the RTI Act. These Rules provide for
payment of application fee by way of cash only. The second ground for rejection
was that under the relevant High Court Rules, it provides only certified copiés and
not ordinary photocopies. Since the PIO had only photocopies and copies of

- photocopies cannot be certified. Hence the information was rejected. On appeal the
KIC upheld the first ground for rejection. It diracted the appiicant to pay the initial
fee of Rs.10 as prescribed in the Rules i.e. through cash. However the second ground
for rejection was not agreed to by the KIC. It observed that since the request has
been made under the RTI Act, provisions of that Act alone will apply. Further
provisions of the RTI Act override the provisions of ail other Acts and Rules which
were in force when the Act was notified, by virtue of Sec 22 of the RT| Act. [KIC 112
APL 2007 dated 30.7.2007]

Calculation of Fees and cost

7. 'The RTI Rules framed by the Government of Karnataka requires an applicant to remit
Rs.2 per page as further cost to obtain the documents/information. For obtaining a
copy of the suo motu information (information declared under Sec 4(1)(b), the cost is
Re.1 per page. Further the Government vide its Order No.DPAR 39 RTI 2007, dated
11™ July 2007, has specified that if the applicants are falling under the Below Poverty
Line [BPL] they are eligible to get the documents free of cost upto 100 pages and if
the document/information exceeds 100 pages, even the BPL applicants have to remit
Rs.2 per page in excess of 100 pages. The BPL applicants are required to prove that
they are under BPL by way of income certificates issued by competent authorities, -
Sri.Rajesh Jaya Nagekar submitted an application to the office of the Tahasildar,
Honnavar, and sought copies of city survey maps and other information, He had
enclosed a Caste Certificate certified by the Tahasildar, Kumta. The PIO sent a letter
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to the applicant asking him to remit Rs.1836 at Rs.4 per page of document/maps.
Aggrieved by this the applicant appealed to the KIC and submitted that since he is a
BPL applicant, the information is to be furnished free of cost. The KIC noted that the
PIO has not made proper calculation in respect of the fee to be remitted by the
applicant, It directed the PIO to furnish the information as per the Rules of the
Government of Karnataka, [KIC 26 COM 2008 dated 15.4.2008]

Forwarding letter cannot be charged

8. The RTI Act and the Rules specify the amount to be charged for providing
information or documents. At present the amount is Rs.2 per page. Normally the
information is forwarded with a covering letter duly signed by the PIO. Whether the
PIO can charge even for the forwarding letter? The answer is NO. The KIC has
clarified that unless the covering letter contains at least part of the information sought
by the applicant, the PIO should not levy any fee for the covering or forwarding
letter, [KIC 263 APL 200 dated 11.4.2007]

Compensation to be recovered from the salary of the official

9. The RTI Act empowers the Information Commission to order payment of
‘compensation to the applicants in case it is found that the Public Authority have
unnecessarily made the applicants to incur costs for attending the hearings before
the Commission or for any other reason it may consider that such payment is
necessary. However the Commission may also direct the concerned PIO to pay the
costs from his personal resources. -5ri.N.Chandrashekar, of the Karnataka Nagarikara
& Grahakara Hitarakshana Vedike, Kengeri, Bangalore, sought some information
from the Tahsildar's Office, Bangalore South Taluk. There was undue delay in
furnishing the information. The Commission directed the PIO to personally pay a
cost of Rs.500 by way of a crossed DD. [KIC 87 COM 2008]

Refund of excess amount collected

10. The RTI Act provides of collection of application fee and additional cost as per the
Rules framed for supplying information. In case the information is not provided
within the time as specified in the Rules, the amount so collected is to be refunded
to the applicant. Instances have come to the notice of the Commission wherein
information is not provided within the time limits prescribéd in the Rules, though
the applicants would have remitted the required amount to the PIO. In such cases,
the PIO is bound to refund the amount. However there are cases where the PiOs
have been directed by the Commission to refund the amount so collected.
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Public Authority cannot recover cost of litigation

11. A peculiar case has-come up before the KIC wherein a public authority has
proceeded to recover the cost of the htlgatlon relating to RTI from the applicant,
besides initiating wndtcttve actlon against him. Sri.Manjunath Parameshwar Hegde)
of Honnavara taluk, sought some information from the Vyvasaya seva Sahakari Bank, -
Kodani, Honnavara taluk. When the information was,.n/ot forthcoming, he filed an:
appeal in the KIC. In the meantime the Bank proceeded to recover Rs.8260 being
litigation charges on account of the complaint filed by the applicant.

12. The Commission noted :that the management of the society does not have any
power to recover the litigation charges or the cost incurred towards contesting the
proceedings filed by the information seeker in any form. The claim of the society in

. demanding payment of Rs.8260 is unjust and illegal. The society was directed not to
proceed further to recover the litigation charges from the applicant. [KIC 456 APL
2007 dated 27.6, 2008]

Transfer of request

13. An apphcatlon was submitted to the Block Education Officer (BEQ) who is the PIO,
T.Narasipur Taluk, Mysore, through which the applicant sought details of grants and
grants-in-aid provided by the Central and State Government in respect of education
for SC/ST, Minorities and Backward Classes, along with details of distribution of
funds to ditferent schools cor ning under the jurisdiction of the BEQ. Both the PIO
and the First Appellate Authonty did not dlspose off the case. The applicant filed an

- appeal before the KIC. During the hearing the PIQ stated that part of the information
has been furnished to the applicant. Further he submitted that information had to be
collected and compiled before it could be. furnished. Hence, there was delay in
furnishing the information. The KIC observed that the PIO instead of transferring the
relevant portion of request of the applicant, to the Social Welfare Department and
Taluk Panchyat, he had collected and compiled the information, The KIC directed the
PIO to be cautious in dealing with requests for mformatxon undel the RTI Act, [KIC
712 APL 2007 dated 11.4.2008]

Voll_lminous informat_io_n and inspection

14, Seekmg voluminous information has become the order of the day. It is observed from |

the appeals before the KIC that some of the applicants have been seeking thousands
of pages of information from the public authorities, The PIOs are finding it difficult
 to identify the documents, take photocopies and send it to the PIOs. Apart from non-
~ availability of records at one place, they are unable to adhere to the time limit of 30
days when voluminous information is sought. In such cases the KIC has been
recommending the_ PIOs to invite the applicants to inspect the records/documents/files
and identify the required documents so that they can be furnished,
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Inspection of records

15. 5ri.K.G.Kumaraswamy submitted an application to the Office of the Tahsildar,
Shimoga Taruk_énd sought inférmation regarding violation of Section 79A and 79B of
Karnataka Land Reforms Act 1961 along with action taken to cancel the mutation
inrespect of 10 instances in Kasaba Circle in Shimoga Taluk. Since no information
was provided he filed an appeal before the Tahsildar. The Tahsildar asked the
applicant to indicate the village and survey number in respect of which the
information is required. He also asked the applicant to visit the office and inspect
the concerned records. The applicant stated before the KIC that he did visit the
office but the records were not properly catalogued and indexed and therefore
required information could not be obtained. The KIC directed the PIO to either
himself identify the files sought by the applicant and make these files available to
the applicant for his inspection or in the alternative provide the applicant with the
list of all the files prepared in the taluk office in compliance with Section 4{1){a) of
the RTi Act to enable the applicant to identify the files required by him. [KIC 643 APL
2007 dated 12.3.2008]

Mode of communication

16. An applicant sought information from Bruhat Bengaluiu Mahanagara Palike (BBMP)
relating to issu¢ of license to State Tockey Association for construction of club
building. As there was delay in receiving the information a complaint was filed with
KIC. The PIO of BBMP submitted that the required information was sent through
courier. The KIC noted the delay and directed the BBMP to make all correspondence
under RTI Act through proper mode of communication i.e. through Registered Post
Ack Due (RPAD) [KIC 4827 COM 2007 dated 4.4.2008]

Levy of Penalty

17. Sri.Ravindranath Guru of Bangalore sought some information from the Bruhut
. Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP). As there was no response from the PIO a
complaint was filed in the KIC. During the hearing the PIO explained that the earlier
notice issued by the KIC directing him to appear before the KIC was not brought to
his notice by his staff. Hence he could not be present. The KIC noted that the PIO has
failed to appear before the KIC on two previous occasions. Considering the delay the
* KIC levied a penalty of Rs.1000/- to be paid by the PIO personally within 30 days and

a compliance report shall be sent to the KIC [KIC 6 COM 2007 dated 11.7.2007]
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Part-3 |
INFORMATION THAT ARE EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE

Medical records/Case sheets

1. Shri. N.Venkatesha submitted an application to the Medical Health Officer, Urban
Primary Health Centre, Kolar. He sought information about the number of doctors,
staff, amount received under the National Rural Health Mission, details of expenses,
names of women who underwent sterlisation {Family Planning operation
(Tubectomy) and the case sheets. The PIO furnished the required information except
the case sheets stating that it is personal information and exempted from RT! Act.
The applicant appealed to the KIC. The KIC concurred with the decision of the PIO
that the case sheet is personal information and the same cannot be provided. [KIC
316 PTN 2010 dated 12.5.2010]

Matter under Investigation

2. Sri.B.V.Seetharam, sought from the Superintendent of Police, Mangalore, copies of
First Information Report, station record entries in respect of criminal cases filed by
the department, The PIO furnished part of the information and rejected the rest on
the ground that it Is exempt under Section 8(1}(h) as it would impede the process of
investigation, On appeal, the KIC agreed with the submission of the PIO. However it
directed the P10 to provide copies of the FIR and other documents as soon as the
investigation is completed and charge sheets are filed.[KIC 232 APL 2007 dated
31.10.2007]

Proceedings of Recruitment Committee

3. Shri.K.R.Satishchandra Reddy submitted an application to Kuvempu University,
Shimoga, and sought information about recruitment of lecturers by the recruitment
committee and also copes of the proceédings of the recruitment committee, In the
absence of any response the applicant filed a complaint in the KIC. In the meantime
the PIO, Kuvempu University addressed a letter to the KIC and stated that the
information has been provided. There was a delay of about six months in furnishing
the information. The PIO submitted that since the information sought was covered
under Section 8(1){j} of the RTI Act, it was not provided. The KIC noted that
information sought was about recruitment of lecturers in different subjects by the
recruitment committee appointed by the University. This is not a prohibited
information under Section 8(1){j). However if the PIO was not willing to furnish the
proceedings of the committee he should have rejected part of the request instead of
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that he has rejected the entire request but not intimated the applicant. [KIC 654 PTN
2010 dated 19.5. 2010]

Information alreadv published

4, Smt.K.L.Pushpa, sought a copy of the 73™ Amendment to the Constitution from the
PIO, Gram Panchayat, Avaragolla, Davanagere District. The PIO did not provide the
document as it was not available with him. An appeal was made to the KIC. During
the hearing the PIO submitted that he had purchased a copy of the book and
furnished to the applicant. The KIC observed that copies of Acts, Rules and other
reference books, which are freely available in the market need not be provided
under the Act. Applicant could be helped by informing him the publishers or book-
seflers from whom these could be obtained. Photo copies of a few pages could be
provided, if the applicant pays additional fee as required under the Rules. [KIC 187
APL 2007 dated 3.10, 2007]

List of Loan defaulters should be disclosed
3

5. Banks and other financial institutions provide lcans sub;ect to certain terms and
conditions framed by the Government/banks. If the bank is a public authonty as
contemplated in the RTI Act, they are supposed to be transparent in their working.
The public has a right to know the working of the Bank and its financial transactions. -
They are supposed to furnish certain information under the RT) Act. The question _
whether the list of defaulters is to be disclosed came up before the KIC and it has
been held that such information should be disclosed and they are not exempted
under the RT{ Act. Sri.L.R.Narayanachar sought certain information from the Tumkur
Grain Merchants Bank Ltd., Tumkur, including the list of defaulters. The same was
denied by the PIO of the Bank, stating that it was confidential and exempted from
the RTI Act. The applicant filed a complaint with the KIC. After hearing the case the
KIC has decided that information sought by the applicant in respebt of the list of
- defaulters of the Bank is not confidentlal and it will not come undef the provisions
of Section 8(1)(j} of the RTI Act. The bank was directed to furnish the information

- within 15 days, free of cost. [KIC 3811 COM 2007 dated 9.4.200§]_

Enguiry Reports

6. The Department of Public Instruction, Bangalore, had ordered an enquiry against
one of Its emp‘l_oyee' namely Sri.B.G.Sripathi Rao. The Inquiry Officer submitted his
report. Not satisfied with this report, the Department ordered a fresh enquiry. The
employee filed an application under the RTI Act and sought a copy of the first
enquiry report. The PIO denied the request under section 8(1){h) on the ground that
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it would impede the process of investigation, apprehension or prosecution of
offenders. The applicant filed an appeal in the KiC. During the hearing the PiO
submitted that the applicant he may delay the proceedings through several
processes in case he was supplied with a copy. He also stated that ultimately, before
deciding the guilt or innocence of the official, a copy of the first enquiry report as
well as the second enquiry report would be provided to him and an opportunity
would be given to him to have his say in the matter. But the KIC did not agree with
this submission. The KIC noted that the Disciplinary Authority has already ordered a
de novo enquiry and has not accepted this report. The PIO has not substantiated
how providing a copy of the report would impede the enquiry. The KIC said that the
information sought is not covered by any of the exemptions under RTI Act and the
applicant or for that matter any citizen has a right to see the report. It directed the
P10 to furnish the information, free of cost. [KIC 312 APL 2006 dated 5.1,2007]

Copies of dairies and action plan for works executed

7. The Deputy Conservator of Forests, Raichur {(PIO) received a request from
Sri.K.M.Balasubramanya Prasad seeking copies of chegue transfer certificates,
copies of dairies and action plan for works executed, measurement books etc. The
Commission noted that the information sought is not exempt under section 8(1) of
the RTI Act and directed the PIO to reexamine his stand in claiming exemption and
furnish relevant information. [KIC 3038 COM 2007 dated 14.3.2008 at Raichur]

Service Registers of employees

8. An applicant sought copies of the service register and benefits received by an
employee [who has expired] while the employee was in service. The PIO informed
the applicant that the information sought is a personal information and is exempt

. from disclosure under Section 8(1)(i) of the RTI Act. The applicant appealed to the
First Appeliate Authority, who rejected the appeal. Hence an appeal in the KIC. The
KIC noted that the applicant had sougHt information on two items, namely extracts
from service register of the deceased employee and particulars of benefits that she
was entitled to receive. The KIC observed that service particulars and assets &
liabilities statements of government servants are not personal information and
hence they are open to the public and are not covered under section 8(1)(j) of the
Act. However the K|C held that the second item of information is personal and can
be dlvulged only if some public interest is to be served However the apphcant could

_not prove what public mterest would be served by divulging this information. Hence
information on the second ltem was rejected. [KiC 78 APL 2007 dated 18.4,2007]
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Misuse of the Act

9. Several instances of citizens misusing the RT! Act have come to light. The KIC has

10.

cautioned the applicants of such misuse. It is observed that some citizens have
rushed to the KIC even before the statutory time is completed in providing
information or have filed complaints without following the procedures laid down in
the RTI Act and Rules. Sri Lakshman Janekal, Organizing Secretary, Bharathiya Dalith
Panther, Manvi, Raichur District sought certified copies of the vouchers relating to
supply of food articles to the Anganawadi Centres, The PIO of the Women & Child
Development Department, Manvi, intimated the applicant to remit Rs.2100 towards
supply of 1050 pages of documents. The intimation was sent through registered post
acknowledgement due (RPAD). Yet the applicant did not remit the amount, but filed
a complaint in the KIC. During the hearing the PIO explained that intimation has
been sent to remit the amount and the document is readily available. But the
applicant has not remitted the amount. The KIC found that the applicant has filed a
false complaint and directed him to desist from misusing the provisions of the RTI
Act. [KIC 109 APL 2008 dated 4.7.2008]

In another instance, Sri.S.Amaresh sought some information from the Office of the
Deputy Commissioner, Bangalore Urban District. Though the PIO intimated the
applicant to remit Rs.1500 and Rs.2505 respec ively towards cost of the information,
the applicant instead of remitting the amount filed a complaint in the Commission
after lapse of one year. The Commission took a serious view and directed the
complainant to be cautious while filing request for information under the RT| Act,
[KIC 4828 COM 2007 dated 4.4.2008]

147



gSme B8 weth 2009, dmertid Inkd wolsen
(8¢ @0, 25ok; WTeThB HHT w.oR.0. Trte PONFRLS, TRR ToWoHS ROIPFOD,
vodmd, e wol, 3T TORH, THOMF BE)

est3e8, 07-07-2009:1. o3 moudh RTox0ms. B b S Ddedyn QT [, MR, Tone
TORFEET, MORITOWeHS ﬁ'aocbaroo:ﬁ , emﬁam* RAEN ©ow, IBIRT ZORd, MHOMmF 8P,

gam aaaas&)md
2. sddnenzy O 13-05-2009 T St nE b ﬁgasf 30 2.8, 280D XD’ 200 Fd,

oRFoE0OR 30 OFTNKeYeN w0iBToR, S0 @0 FNOT TPEE eDT0T TRe
ORFRTOR BT Bpbdoh FIoh, yadeeny QT Jeser baE,

3. SOWITTD, AT 30 AR OBODY WO IRADHT ADTE  T3odeowsy, 08,
TODFAITOF BT WOTONRD, WYY WoWOHE', Ther, UR0  Snsded  I3mOn  wporeea,
WRFI0OR FRkd LENDRCB ABerdT erdFo3 RRBAR,

4. Hémbon IR HeS 0F ©or DHRTD 20T odeend chugytie IDI BegBody,
JOxTIe aw@dm noweSmoll  JOMBAE  esodnen, cSocé a@maﬂ Wi OFOBODF, IQBW
aba:aocb ORI B, IWTY, Clafclow éoedﬁ mmdﬁvmdbfa ﬁab 3&@@03713@550 @odo
@asoﬁ QeRT),;

5. eodnens dcﬁeédaﬁacl ::%eﬁbi:d 0T, FBwHo3Nn & 24-07-2009 o8 Esoaﬁem% T2 WO,

RF T 8RO BLSoHIY, 10-06-2009 o w2irmddr wouZmon, N0 AeEFTFHTON
898, LBETVOH el LR wad D8 TIne WRFDVOOR s adm&)éoda 28 o aia
adeent Shermn X @’Nda‘aad

6. Heword woBny Lgdend, Uy Fetes) WRBDOW 0B VOrd, S0 BT,

7. 08S3eDT ifauzo 30 eﬁrﬁeswcﬁa 38, IT, DwFROLR HFeos: 28 meS ' 50CF dom
203 moﬂmooﬁd@ aﬁoe&ﬁ:d

oves, ALY ) Uod:oida

148




TR 98 math 2009,3mvrkiY SRkd sodsen , (B Q0.8. ez TXed T adod MR,
Tone POLFELF, TRFD JoWsehs®,mASN, Tohld TUR®, rome 3%,

esges

07-07-2009:1. wnFmdth Ramdms. TIWO 3¢ DT, JOBHF, W.ING. TRe
TORFBEF, MR HOWODT, TSN, ITHIT WD, MYF By, Tt FowdIT. |

2. &: 13-05-2009 toth 8dn’ sodeinin ’ enore BoTPFRd, oo enwy) o8 SehodnE e

DET. DOBSF, OROR Tone LOOT ®F OO e DHWOONYOT, IROR FFFT A0 A&
BRODNY DT WO FooB, wBFSD 0TS Bolododd), word IondeYn, wvumon,
a’meomo&)é 202 ° DT UHodd, @RFRToR BT m&oéoaj B8 o, wodeens FebdmA
BORTWOZB ATIer B QBB

&, gclnens TR, AeFORT 03T, TE TOHOW 06-07-2009 od o vos eng T
WOTH, WBFTsY 5333803 &raet)ﬁ DBRFODY, LOOT TOPFEEHTORTTL IR ujaeamdo@ao mm
03t sBe3BpobR wRFTET 5333&33 Bpe08 enr 331 ?’@wtb@daod 2008 OuOER
TOBRTHNTYDY DOVTIN LATOTVT,

Q. OBFTOD 4RCODR S8R oaooa,ucsosaa’ BEITY, WOOT woﬁordémdmdo IR ReETIe
APUB00T, WO DWOWOONT),  TOODFITF BY w&)fmbo:bwd nSHIg TW  Fwdes
BoLtbsymen sousseny 398, ﬁac&mmraﬁ 2HTO0DTOR WIHHE T ts TBBOD, Boieena
wo&Sron ,u@mdosad

3. eyor woBRY LI BoDY, wodeensy) Tesnm) WABLOB F0TH TORSY, B0 FPRTS,

&, emijn@eaaai 3043, §UCH HCeAT, 80, §8, BEDRR0LR DT 2 w0, 9008 dord 3BT
FI0HTY FTRECRNT, '

ooz, AT e:?oingd).

149




FIwes 99 B 2009350838 Rked Bodnen
(8¢ wuf. oowd &)d)cé) TR, TRH IBRCLHT®, &, JTATHE TR, Smed Bd)
eT3es

07-07-2009:
1. 0%rmooth Rohmonoms. demdd ¥y, w.80.8, Hone STAmL, Tagdh 3eied, &,
JoReET, ByRADY BY, TIDH BY TOOH TN TOTHT.

2.0 13-05-2009 doth IBW wodeentd mvme IOBPFRY, wrmoddd Tne 8

OO au&g)ﬁoda 2hednR, & 29-05-2009 Bowd ﬁ@@ 11.00 Roed! =deehHcd Fe3eDoDHQ
scssmm% DOLDMF0Z  RFTBOR  ABeESS ae@ai ToNR 923 00N szssmm&-

TOBeOT VIBRB FBIRETOZ Tonw BT TOSAAT 03T WBFrmedd HdyE 100
TOWNY STLHB0HY, W0FmN eDTOF BeaHd ¥z, TR, SRR duer A,
3. Bead ¥y, SURRUT, TR BFTOD O: 29-05-2009 Jord Fededn 3eed Red

TREINTTY TOSDAH RHTBAT SP&HIODT, LBVFTHOOR &: 06-07-2009 Sord wveIgamn,
BNCRO DeBTIRTN Bodpend 398, VBFRSD AT T8 TIX’ T8 Tore
VBFHITOR VBT HPHIOH B 0D, Wodeend Hpkdmn IYATHET.

4, aﬁace&oz:a' 203y 805346_3053@3, 03Rens)) BFCR) RBONE 0T TONRdR, DS
a8, |

5. emieiea)ai &raéagJ. U eﬂcﬁwdm‘l 36, aﬂaﬂd thedReobn Doy 73 zmid 2009 gord
300 méame)odmg Twess,

150




v5mes 523 weadh 2009,3meri3d =méed waciaen
(3¢ oxf.orf, dortog acbr% 1} madne, suln obes obrgbs, 20D 3 SBOI
o quosd (Hedined), dmes P, donde (2) evd wmobegdr, 2ol wHIY) wrEYI
WU ansd (Aekin), omes B, donda)

- etied
02-07-2009: ,
1. oot @womB. wddeens O 12-06-2009 § «@edmod JEmeH o A0
PNV TR DF., ORI, TONH ma)é TOSORTT VT TONFTIF, DHIHG, BSonwemd,
S & .8 DT, ToaRHTD, Be Hexrd. dornoem, DHDAORO ,TO, b BLTRIRSE,
DoIHTD, CRTINANOOR TOROTRT. e .23 WFHOT, T.RW.L, TIRR GOSN THODFEAF, 200
BB BBEZ Fpedmy  wepsl (ﬁea’»ﬁ@o) DT I, WBoneetd, TIB B .. "?éaee:‘
Nmozbsda ofn]e¥plelalal platelaned
2. mp08: 12-06-2009 Somh U5 sodeent Hwdme FOTHFRY, 9Bt B TITHoH
VPTRODTOE, Wo: A0T PEIHAeTTTOR D, [0, DOJOHIG YT TODFELF, TR TR O
18-11-2008 Jotd ew3smoson gy, ge3ebod TF A.00. 2573
& 18-01-2008 © «Z 20, @BF0D 30T BIWEECH 2} OVFD00R FeT Tobd
WENDT0Z  FWFOE  TODETEF, AWOL B ©RYZ - DETSH  wuvsl, Honded, IIOR
BneSenitie wBmm agse D0ETE FOWOHAROE, TeASoIRoLN 8ot WTReSmh, 803 eng
TRwre T,” FYWI0F ATeF LI, '
3. JOWTJVTDH, SwWd B wod oo 18 (3) (@) PoH Bwehodrodnt FNOHT TR0
HTOBTIOTD SNTHN  TWOILFOZ Bo:  A0T  PedFeS oo i, maaé 0EODTT YU
TORFTEF, DTOITIG, Bongntd, 3501 ¥ alig T
4, T3TohH @d: AR PEEDITTTONT OF., TSI, TN B, F0ZoDTT YT TORFTIBF,
DTRDRRE, Bondn, OFT ITozy ©RFDC0 HWed FpedF @&‘%Fcﬁoab Bowogwed | TwHTTE
SMRF AR DYIOTH B3N’ =BT 2ABROW), BSNTT QK
es03enTs gD dped, ©RFIT0T Jnkd 8edd PREODD), TWIH InB & oKl Iwas 10

OFndRdmi FoworTEy THTTE IPed TR, ol 3o 6 (3) Sod Jrerova, IO I B DY
o &), wBFmOON’ @ne Bodreng &3 dbdmen sikxInon Bodeens =wot 22800800390,

5. BITOO I, [wbed Beedd wr oy FOWORHY, TRHTI0E BWLILD YOTeSBARF 0N
DR SREDETHOOTH slatak, IX) IPLE 3oedd wRFODE) FOWOFHE THOP o083, 3k

AT & SRBIDHTE, BY TOMD o ¢S Tmbd B, B0k 20 (1) Szob BoW AHFHOF TN

|Smbs B9 wok oo 19 (8) () egod Safoﬁ SRS BPIW, SPBIHF0S  e3F WA
eﬁo&meﬁwm ﬁmeacﬁoegd ' :

6. =& ab’ﬁo zmod)odmodo Nfﬁﬁn\)ﬁ @a&;ﬂﬁim am =word g Hed aﬁﬂowﬁd @dﬁsagdo:«%
R Ded aéema a&m:saaﬁo:a’ sodoen o8 maﬂ@ﬁ DBerdHam,

17. egor osrd L3ed HO TsmOR dhersy Ned, wolversy w8 O WREOOE 205
' wonrax, DBez00 aimcacs

8. YuBBeNT 4, FOW 3T3eTHE, 8, 3, Dwaseodn HFos: 023e zsaej 2009 Soh 33
mod:‘ooai)csel’) ai.ramhd , ooz aﬁn&;é eoﬁ»%d:

151




sune 2037 e 2009,3mriE IRt sodsen
(8¢ Ty 507 Boso" @dacgp .30, TN FTIOHT LPONOIT, Ry AeTHTO quosd, 0T
0%, 2040, TS BY)
=73e3

03-07-2009:

1. 2BFoo0t [RTE0mRs. B2 @00 5 FohE® 0oiRss® 4o, M.EW.0. TN ITIODE
TOODF THOT PHOHOITT, Reg JeTORO e, NV.H. OF, ©w0eds, TS BY, o[
TowOTYT.

2. OBWFUITT) Fntd 3t0F OF00s: 06-01-2008 0 Inkd By 500k wIoH & 60w o
DROVOONOE T HTwLSOD, EROTHTVT,

{x 06-12-2008 B mdaﬂa%” o oaaaojaa“ FOODFTHFND, TORD 33@3 QWD mdaﬂa@ ci.racs
- {eJoMN Doy, OFHed dawsen ot 380dh T, A WERW @&ﬂmummwoé FcATOTAM ase»
33, ag3éon wfa’ W3O, TonF & 231, wdmowsodo XD BEBPODIY, AT TR E’Deﬁadaagd.
& aoa dcﬁo@ 8 9 doaaoém:b wwsacs

1) @mwdaomécmod WOOT T3 wrj\ TRATOT  BENT  ATOM: Fzd deo:d@q_)eg o wrﬁ\
iplefx:R %30663..

%, HIOodn IR Bk Bey ok 300 18 (1) (1) SPoH A3 30 HINARVEA oS3
Bbd0hT 10 /LoNIBITND  ABDHRHOPHOD wBFROD IRB.5P. 0o 18(1) dgod
Hoos: 13-03-2009 ZSowh Goirafm“}* TR N’Qi)d)égd. pinte) Cirada’ng,b JodeDAT e30dnen, OT00E:
20-05-2009 dotd RHo3T Lr3esT), B8 OB, HE FHOI eRFICOR ANOT ATodbBeEmN
T VeBETe QT CJ? TRk WL 2005 © *"A’»‘i“ 20{1) 3 wZEohY) ¥ Tod HOXLPTD
P03y H[TBoH, 30 &dmim@mﬂesomeﬁﬁ RQRLD UTeBATTE TN Jkd JBOTZY

éamde dBﬁFmeﬁ m&oéojoab eq, »owoqsw&a m&)éodo e ojoab efo&m\ri&m wggbmﬂ
ﬁe.,fo&omn QTeF BRONG),

4. ssodnens TFOIT STBTRY APBOATS 030, WuFmettd sodeend O: 18-06-2009 Sotd
T2," WO, 3p00T BPLIoDRI | HTIRR o3PFTe FWrdd 30D, HEBTPOPHOW BROTHTVT.
5. Z3medodn 9BFmgon Bob3oHTy, O I2-08~500¢ Tord evessmen, Jpeomed 20
SOOT TR, VRFEITON DB SIhdodh BE 0¥ &, woleend Snkemn IGATHTT.
6. BoeQ0B OB LI¥PohY BITOD L.yrkod FHedH, Bodnzy TSR WABOOES
PO TWONEda, NS0 TR,
7. 9085 DT S, U STeBIW), 30, IFY, wRZodrt HFvos: 03¢ wd; 2009 domh
300 WOSHOHTE Feears,
Cozs, Fhd Bo3NEH

152




FeS0es 2039 Bty 2009,3T0r 838 w0%d es0dmen
(8 R OTITT OO, To.30.9., SOINIYT FeIed, InY Ko, 1FERD)

inle]
03-07-2009:

1oRFp00 T0WN & QU0 HOTLODRHOWITY, T TowkdiRs Hone S
WIS, ToRTOTBADELT. T30 1000208398,

2, OBFEICD Wk Bedd OFe0d: 10-11-2008 B Hwded TH), WOk ogoh B
3UB0B  DTWOOIOOTO 27§, VLoD, BECOTHTT, doe; doesd U, 3%6'@0{3@ af)cs i le
QBT T BJOT TOXT ToNR @cﬂd@ RaloVI ma T Beeoder Eelevon mﬁdg aﬁﬁ
WTY TOFTNOTYT, 81 N m&oao:’oab QETRIJT.

3. w@mao:m IR Behd TH, Tl o 18 (1) (R) dxed annZ 30 aaﬂﬁﬁro%fmﬁ
O35 rie =0 S0DTY ﬁ@e/&oowdwaa‘m noe &)etad)a@agﬁocda 223 o0 R30.®.F0. TOO

18(1) dged OTOB: 13-03-2009 Jordh wodeerid Bt FYutHTB. IO BWRTY,
TO&eDAT sodwen, DF0s: 20-05-2009 Joth RHFOIT B3R, B SRR, BI WhHoD
©WBFO0OR ANDT FRODTWRIMA =kd Jewrie QRTY, Wioled LHIODD 2005 T

A3" 20(1) O ©ROHY 0¥ Tow HOXLTE DOWTF, DWBEBOHT, 30 HINMLYMA
ejoifaeﬁ% AT BT3BATTH Tone =oded QeBOF D Irasde we3rmovon Roobo SO, -
Qeld, FOWOTTE [LSoD T 0D, BO3RENER, BERodTN LA JTer STTHN,
4. u0leuia BPOBY SesTRY, ArE0RE SoIcTR, BEMOCID ©BFEBOR olwetie
B dodhTo ri@e/&;owdawm ﬁ@e ae@do@&)gg. _
5. VBT TBIHOI, VBFERTDd Fa), Skd Bedd ©RFodY B0t B3
ROBTOBTNDTHQHOD Bodpeng 39, 108HOBN Bkd 8O BIN WRr IQ
TP&E THOINF[0Z SHTPE PN BdReRT B0 LEROBIITY.
6. Se0r ©oINY L SobhQ WBFmTT T QOB a;mgﬁoia SeBr, wolomsy) FFonsy
WRTONT A0 FHONed, DSeTd R, ‘
7. PBSeDT Botd, TOW BReBBI), 80, IF, DIIROOR &)moﬁ 03¢ sef; 2009
o 333 aaodaaoo:bcj@ TROCQNT,

eClA Trekod BORYD

153




B8y 2037 weth 20093508 Iwbd wodnen
(8¢ B .e0°.Zov0° WG, To.BW.. T ITONT POHOITD, Aeg DeTOTO
‘3033523 PLI°. wa, TCE0, TR 23@3)
eges

03-07-2009:

19285 o0 rild)mzsbmd 28 T de ocbcs¢ OO3PTT <59, F0.8.00. ToNR ITOONT
BODFTOOT LHODOBTWL, XY JeToIO fac:aai 03w, 80X, woxeds, I B, SRH
Geladslaptel

2.223F 000 @Rodd 8ReDE Do 06-01-2008 09 Rw&ed aﬁa anda waﬁodo B3 9503

3 QmOoONoY aoﬁ maoaosom Boeotzs.o:  06-12- 2008 39 mdawﬁ? TR
afelinlevwtd aoodaz-dérmb TOAD zad QT mdam’) Bty 80D éoowab D3ed mcéoo
Tonn  BBcH oIy, FAR aoemoo wabﬁ.ra@mmwoé zfoom DIEN aﬁi s3toR =g
VOIS Tons ész aorj\ DLOoWooy3 Sohmedh 5c§a$@odoab P3a E‘i);foﬁ a'\)e@daagé &
toid; dodo@ & FYAT BN OBZOT,

1) momdnd @ooNSMNOT  WORTH T ° wri BLADT  5FHT  AFoAsh: 3D
w&w&)cﬂ@ =l wri 5000, faeacs

3. T3TOHoI IR Ik W, 708 0o 18 (1} (») 3ZodH dNtE 30 mami;a@énaﬁ
c3TTyHT3e B0 E0HT H@e/&aowdawm nde Zbe@do@@e)a"oda VRFTO0T WI.H.FY. TLO

18(1) ogod  Omwos:  13-03-2009 Jomd Goﬁfaeﬁ% BRM  FYATTE,  [3O BRORY,
BOSDAT wodeert, Dovow: 20-05-200¢ oo ;.bc.céc, BTTST, B 0B, B OO
WBF0OR ANDZ BHoLBHYN Inke Jere AORTY, Bw&E LHROD 2005 3

Nﬁa‘ 20(1) © PR DF BB DOTVLHTE @omdé‘ awdwodm 30 OFrdemn
eﬁoifaeﬁﬁ ISP IN esdeé%cbéd ToNw Sohd ?Detsaai@ a’ﬁeaaﬂe wzaFmeﬁ mao@odaab
Qeq, NO&)Od 8 ZRHEODH wé odbm eﬁoiraeriﬁ.ra ﬁmodaamﬁ FhLoTeD Zode?énaah@b

4, esolnend mdoéd esdeziaiab mﬁom [033, LRFTOOD esoiraeri'u" &: 18-06-2009
Somdh T, 0T, &meodow m&aéodoad 338N olRT)Te meoaodm ae@m@&gaﬁom
djabdoaw

5. B3OHO R moson m&;aodaab & 27-06-2009 Comdh eveddzon, Seeomoons
208 JHOF TR, @zarcmdt)ﬁ aecacs B8O TES ab 2B03nenE  mooddmi
N@ibcb@ac?

6. dawocs ©OBNY & SoHY TdwoOodH 2o BedR, sodeensy Tty wRBOOT
DOTH wamaﬁ,, a)deaaao m&ad

7. emﬁdea)a iifa&ao 50 eﬁdeeiasm é@ aa cba:oébcﬁxaocsﬁ Hoos: 03¢ ezw 2009
gomH édd amodawod)ai@ TARERNTI,
'oamé DI tﬁojzoido

154




T 2041 et 20093Terein Wndd sodnen
(& DO AWF, T.FW.. TR IBACTYT, BT VR, BT, asﬁmmi.rad) 2e)
e503¢3

03-07-2009:

1. RFTd ﬁdowaasamd B¢ 0. B0k, Q3D Tl Nmodaéda IBALHO®, TRV
BESeD, BT @mﬁo i.raeg, WoNRT 8Y, daﬂdo TowoOoH HJB=on mmemd Tonw
CONALRECA W masdoaj@mdos_ap.

D, wRFRCD Jebd Bpedd OT00s: 24-04-2008 TY =ndd aﬁ% fmod%_) @%Q‘.b B3
THBOR  DTONOORO wﬁ ais‘osoéodoao ameodoaw o3 ®o: 36 ﬁ D0FD 3% @Wozdod

Bdehod ®o: 3018, &: 09-03-1992 dowd 8we.79-00 Dowwd, 8 Wod Xo: 36 2wy
QTJTNE0.

3. Beaohodn &: 21-05-2008 Comd @¥rmoton HoTE AR, gy WARFONY EPATHI

Wog %o: 36 Ard O3NT MR BOWORATIFE H0TT WRCIPRDE T A wNRR
ROVOFTYDRWe  orZ  JVeIIF FowoPwWIBFWe 202 W IR, wBFODHY

DRTRYDHPRY Tore wrodd) S9adEOZ FE0 Tded Zo: 3018, &: 09-03-1992 3
BIOHT, ONSADFRY, escSOocS RE0 HobSoh, FHLHIL TR IWRY @zss'odoab
WS¢ facéoam@csocfo é%daaw

4. F3Lod JIFD, 2eF02T JoBY wRFmoD O 07-07-2008 oth ®E woln =3
aodcfo o) ifot@do:: 23088 03 DO, b [T BUCTIOTL TRRE, ,ﬁowoqswégdagd DAV

wenedR Nowoawégdogd Ton Caed Ao: 3018, & 09-03-1992 3 o 504
eRrolpotn @ﬁ%&, doa&m%odoafow1 mtﬁdiodoé 6@@0&@6.

5 Téz0Qod0 «urmosdR &: 14-07-2008 Cod &OwWTE B, BHWT0 BRCWY BTOTWRD
T w08 F0.36 @ 3 oS08y TWIFFS 9R0 BIOSYHE  0I0RNHIT. B

LoEohY BooWAD MFE A.30.50:13 B9 30 0-13 ol kEADIE 20T 392 MR
tiﬂawaodaajeod wdodaoad o DT, CeD TRITY,  IDLADITN TR
waarorbab DSe QIBITHTN éﬁ?kdoaw

6. T3ToOHCD IR RIb B, o), Fwo 18 (1) (R) dﬁoﬁo ANQI 30 OFnRRTmA
odaa@zﬁe maoéodomalm’)e/aoowdwaﬂ ﬁ@e ae@doaé)@odocb e903F TR0 W35, FOO

18(1) Ogod Ome0%: 13-03-2009 Torh wGodeeny Telh IAHEI|S. ABO BT,
BOBEORT Bo3ner, HFT00s: 20-05-2009 Bomd IR, ORI,

7. sdemn 3T ReBOAT  H0BT, Fawohodw sodeend O 30-06-2009 Towd
ORETTT I Tp0F RFR 0W0HAT0IZ FoRFTOH RODOBY, BOIRNT Fdodrion

BhHLATTOT. B0 DI Bewdohg) e3rmood & 24-04-2008 d'.@zai-‘odag 3o daTeMN

155




©OBNYNRR, Wobd $odneng IQATHHT wBrodds ©woBReRe JFyOtIEmen SYATHTT |
Forte BBFTTh Bee0E Tnbdoh, Bimnde 20wHOBHN DeRTFTON $9TITT,
8 ®8 Tohodn oY) BouS N DeAwE NI Bevdodh 23 oD, VBFIBOR .08

-mddmvmh evdes of, aﬁmomoﬁaé 0028 TZoweos OF -oa)ﬂp@mn D Dodod
| B3p0odn soieend ®00T LwdBR0RTITVT.

0, Wk aﬁa aaofoodadoda B deToNcHEs m&oéodaa'b 20BRWOBTN ADRIOBTON
800D BF aie.‘)wie%ocda esoifamaé) ORERTOR DB BB,

0. Beon ©o3ng HLIS0DY BIBWOD BE YD waftod HedR, wBFCOR
EDtSeFeSsﬁ AeB, wodeiny TPty wRBOOB 0w JONRS, HSed IPRT.
11, o0ESedT 8oy, O STIBT, 3Q, I8, D&V HOOR OFTo0F: 03Je 2:063 2009
Do :56::5 a‘oom@od)cde.‘) Troenass.
Tos, Rwd SOITT.

156




s 2045 3ach 20093tz Snbd wodaen
(3¢ JBnpeF Q0. &)cbq m.ER.L, TR BB1eTR0%, Antaheg el SORH, Anexbaeg Hetd,

daTiny 23Y)
inle)

03-07-2009: _
L ¢ wons wedd, 0.3R.0. BRe dVmT, BBACRTVRT §4¢0, Apeadzns et
TOARD, fuaeabmd Betd, GRTMH VY, B 2083, Torier’, TPR BdF THOPED TN Be
aaza*‘a:’) » BPRS DHEF IHooDwd, JEod nwd T3 00D [BN HTHROWYL,

2, @&Fmdcﬁo Fokd Bee0F OT008: 06-10-2008 B Zo BH, 0K, VIO B4

3940 .2 DWOMOON0Y W FRkS0HTY, BeedTITT,

1} At the time of Registration has the fees been paid for Survey
as Survey Numbers Aren has fo be divided,
2) Has Post registration Documentation Been Completed
(a) Please provide the daily Progress reporf made on, Etc.,

3. gsm(:}odw D0.83. Tores, TE HHlr XHoodhidd, 0.4 o&l, S=OR & 21-10-2008
DO T3, 08w, WBFHU B0t Rk dond BO30 decﬁmﬁdz 8 g BN
JehTToDTT  INHZ  #ZO3ReR ﬁa’pd&w éﬁda&raocé e wif ﬁeSe@ﬁ R[OOI,
RYRTOZ 89TV oML msR BIOHT), TeoRATTT,

4. @BFTRBD B8 TOR & 20-11-2008 3o a’p:&rada BTt ’mq 238, dReotha
m&,@oﬂm QerdT03 &me@da@md

A, T3TO0I 0.8, Tortes’, T, Felr BTOHIW, wo.% T3, IROR O 21-10-2008
DOTh wmpES TFW ', 0w, wee sty 2ee0thd 73 BER BowopaTo3, IRFBeoR
TG Wil Bwedn  BuRohay  AYDB0d  SvATImG N ewrFmeson T,
B0RATTYY. '

L. Fdwohodn Rt Tobd BB, ok oo 18 (1) () SZoH IO A0 LBRLeYA
o3TowyT3e m&aéommﬁée/&oowdwwmﬁeﬁe &e@da@&odoab BRF TN ®0.®.F. TOO
18(1) d%odb Ooos:  13-03-2009 Cowd tﬁoiraeriii DR IQADhEE. TBO ciradma\
TWOLDAT sadnen, Hooos: 20-05-2009 domd AT, 130RRVATLZA,

7. B0 it BRI, 3eE08B  So3ITHR, TS HoO0I0  @23rmeson  odmwmie
%S0T née/&oowdaam ﬁ@e DeBDROY.

8. Ta=ohodh TBIRN, 923 0 30T m&o@ojoa’o 3a’>mo©ri :s’o@cb, [AT0
LoD B 033 W, VBFHIU0R scdeend Bwods DeBHTVY,

9. Heyor 2037 LFJoDY, wodeenm) BTy aoﬁat)&)cﬁ DOTH edf)ﬁ?ﬁi) DSBeTO
SR,

10. ou3Seads Sy, 0@ T, 3, I3, GEASROON Omot: 03d wad, 2009 |
docdh 33 mc&aeodocﬁ@ ToedR T,

_ eCIoN kS e:fosao_ﬁpcb
157




Important Various High
Court decisions on RT






Important Various High Court decisions on RTI

1. Opportunity & hearing to PIO - necessary before imposing Penalty.
2. Unavailability of Records. |

Penalty to be imposed when delay without reasonable cause is
established _

Privacy u/s 8(1)(j)

Inspection of record with counsel

o

Record not in existence
Delay in providing information

Penalty

A e AR L B o

Delay in Information because of Voluminous Records
10.ACRs of Public Servant are not private in character
11.File Noting and Correspondence can be disclosed

- 12.Misuse of RTI'Act

- 13. ACR nof private or confidential in character
14.Third Party Information & PIOs quasi-judicial role
IS.Exempted Information Sec. 8

16.Private information can be disclosed in public interest
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L. Opportunity & hearing to PIO - necessary before imposing Penalty.

High Court of Delhi at New Delhi - W.P. No.7121 of 2007, Dated: 16-04- 2009, Madhu
Jain, Petitioner Vs. Central Information Commissiouer..

One Dr. Subarto Roy applied for information and inspection of the record relating to
his transfer. The petitioner was functioning as the PIO. He marked a photocopy of the
application to-the concerned officer. Some of the queries were satisfied but the records were
not made available by the concerned authority in spite of various reminders by applicant. The
applicant Subarto Roy therefore, filed an appeal, which was considered, and an order was
made. In spite of that the record was not made available and, therefore, applicant Subarto
Roy appealed to CIC. Initially the Commission was satisfied that the delay of 8 days was
attributable to the petitioner and did not require further investigation or penalty. However,
subsequently the Commission held that the petitioner had rendered herself liable for delay
and accordingly she was directed to deposit Rs. 13000/- as penalty. Aggrieved by this order
of penalty, the petitioner filed a Writ Petition in the High Court,

After hearing both sides, the High Court held that a joint reading of two orders does
not indicate that show-cause-notice was issued to other individuals and not the petitioner for
the perceived delay in responding to the queries. The said two individuals and not the
petitioner were heard on the next date of hearing, in response to the show cause notice. Yet
~ the commission, ignoring its earlier order, absolving the petitioner of any delay proceeded to
impose Rs. 13000/- as penalty on her. This was completely in ignorance of the previous
order, which had clearly exonerated any wi ng. doing by her. In the circumstances the
petitioner's grievance is well founded and the writ petition has to succeed. Accordingly the
writ petition was allowed and the order of Commission was quashed.

2. Unavailability of Records.

High Court of Delhi at New Delhi - W.P.(c) 6637/2007, Dated : 30-01-2009, Mrs.
Sadhana, Petitioner Vs. Central Information.

In this case the petitioner had sought information regarding the complaint she had
filed before the Delhi Police. The C.P.I.O. intimated the petitioner that no records were
available since it was destroyed by an order dated 17-09-2004.The petitioner preferred an
appeal before the Central Information Commission, which issued certain directions after
hearing both the sides. Feeling aggrieved the petitioner filed writ petition before the High
Court contending inter alia that there was some discrepancy with regard to the destruction of
records and therefore penalty would be required to be imposed Under section 20 of the RTI
Act. After considering the provisions of Section 7(1) and 20 of the Act, the High Court held
that there might be some variation or inconsistency as to when records were destroyed, that
does not show any lack of bona fides on the part of the C.P.LO. or the Appellate Authority.
No inference under Art. 226 of the Constitution is called for. The petition was dismissed
accordingly. ' ' )
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3.Penalty to be imposed when delay without reasonable cause is established

High Court of Delhi at New Delhi ~-W.P.(C) 3845/2007, Dated: 28- 04-2009 Mqubu1
rchman, Petitioner Vs Central Information Commission.

In this case the petitioner had applied for information on 29-11-05. He was made to
wait and forced to file appeals to first appellate authority and later to the CIC. The internal
process, within the third respondent corporation, apparently were. insensitive to the queries
elicited and eventually after the CIC issued notice did the third respondent furnished the
information. It as in these circumstances that CIC issued notice to the PIO calling upon him
why penal action should not be taken. That delay occurred beyond stipulated period in
furnishing information is self-evident. Both the orders categorically record that there was
delay. The only question therefore, was whether after issuing the notice and hearing the
concerned deemed PIO the 6th respondent, the CIC acted within its jurisdiction in not
imposing the penalty of Rs.25,000/-. The High Court observed that a close textual reading of
Section 20 itself reveals that there are three circumstances, whereby a penalty can be
imposed, i.e. :

a) Refusal to receive an application for information; by Not furnishing information within the
time specified; and c¢) Denying mala fidely the request for information or knowingly given
incorrect, incomplete or misleading information for destroying information that was the
subject matter of the request. Each of the conditions is prefaced by the infraction 'without
reasonable cause’.. The CIC in ‘iis second impugned order clearly recorded that the 6th
respondent did not furnish any reasonable cause for the delay and that this fact stood
‘established'. It desisted from imposing the penalty which it was undoubtedly competent to
under Section 20 (1), It however, recommended that action should be taken against the
concerned Public Information Officer. That part of the order is not in dispute. In these
circumstances it was held that even though the CIC recommended disciplinary action under
Section 20 (1), its denial of any penalty order under Section 20, in the considered opinion of
this Court, cannot be upheld. Holding this the penalty amount was worked out to Rs.25,000/-.
The third tespondent was directed to deduct the same from the 6% respondent’s salary in 5

equal instalments and deposit the amount with the Commission. The petitioner preferred an
appeal before the Central Information Commission, which issued certain directions after
hearing both the sides. Feeling aggrieved the petitioner filed writ petition before the High
Court contending inter alia that there was some discrepancy with regard to the destruction of
records and therefore penalty would be required to be imposed Under section 20 of the RTI
Act, After considering the provisions of Section 7(1) and 20 of the Act, the High Court held”
that there might be some variation or inconsistency as to when records were destroyed, that
does not show any lack of bona fides on the part of the C.P.1.O. or the Appellate Authority.

No inference under Art, 226 of the Constitution is called for. The petltzon was dismissed
acc01dmg1y
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4. Privacy u/s 8(1)(j)

High Court of Delhi at New Dethi - W.P,(C) No. 803/2009, Decided on 01-07-2009, Vijay
Prakash, Petitioner Vs. UNI and others.

1. The facts in this writ petition were that the petitioner was a former officer of the
IAF, He got married in 2001. He had sought resignation which was granted on 30-09-2001.
His wife was inducted in the Defence Research Development Organization (DRDO) and was
posted at Varanasi. Eventually differences cropped up between the two and his wife applied
for divorce. The petitioner applied for information in respect of his wife's service record
pertaining to all leave application forms submitted by her, attested copies of, nomination and
other official documents with financial implications etc. The information application was
declined by PIO on the ground that the particulars related to personal information, exempted
under section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act and that disclosure of such information had no relation
with any public activity or interest and that it would cause unwarranted invasion into the
privacy of the individual, The petitioner preferred an appeal which was rejected by the
Appellate Authority. Feeling aggrieved the petitioner preferred Second Appeal to the CIC.
The second appeal also came to be rejected upholding the determination of the lower
authorities. It is against this second appeal order the petitioner filed the present writ petition.

2. After hearing both sides and after considering the provisions under sections 2, 8
and 11 of the RTI Act, the High Court observed that the public interest argument of the
petitioner is premised on the plea that his wife is-a public servant; he is in litigation with her,
and requires information, in the course of a private dispute to establish the truth of his
allegations. The CIC has held that there is no public interest element in the disclosure of such
personal information in the possession of the information provider. The petitioner has not
been able to justify how such disclosure would be in public interest; the litigation is, pure and
simple, a private one. The basic protection afforded by virtue of the exemption from
disclosure enacted under section 8(1)(j) cannot be lifted or disturbed. Under these
ctrcumstances the impugned order cannot be set aside and writ petition will have to be
dismissed. Accordingly the writ petition was dismissed.

5, Inspection of record with counscl

High Court Delhi at New Delhi - WP(C) No. 8228 of 2007, Decided on 16-11-2007,
Suresh Chand Gupta Through Ms Suman Chauhan,Advocate.PetitionerVs.
De p u t y Commissioner of Police,

1. In this case the petitioner had requested that the Deputy Commissioner of Police
should permit inspection of the concerned records with the assistance of the counsel or some
one conversant in English. . :

2. There was no dispute that the petitionet's request for inspection of the files was
granted, However, his request that he should be allowed to inspect the record with the
assistance of his counsel or with the person conversant in English was not considered. After
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hearing both sides, the High Court held that the object of the RTI Act is to provide access to
information in the custody of the executive agency. Undoubtedly the PIO was of the opinion
that the records of which inspection has been sought, were not of the kind which could be
granted access to. If the petitioner for some reasons fail inhibited due to his not being fluent
English, denial of appropriate assistance in fact would have resulted in withholding access to
information. That is not the object of the Act or even the order. In the circumstances, the
respondents should grant the petitioner's request. Holding this the High Court directed the
respondents to permit inspection of the concerned records by the petitioner, who can be
accompanied by his counsel or an authorised representative.

6. Record not in_existence

High Court of Delhi at New-Dethi - LPA No. 14/2008, Decided on 11-01-2049, Manohar
Singh, Petitioner Vs N.T.P.C. '

1. In this case the petitioner had sought for the documents on the basis of which the
order was passed by the Chairman and Managing Director of N.T.P.C. Since no documents
were on record, the request of petitioner for furnishing copies was not considered. However,
the CIC while passing an order in appeal directed the CPIO to make one more effort to find
out whether any record of the noting or decision is available and intimate the result of the
same to the petitioner. Since no communication was made to the petitioner, he preferred writ
petition before the Single Judge. The learned Single Judge held that when no document is
available, there is no question of supplying such document. There could be no direction for
furnishing of any such information. Aggrieved by this order of Single Judge the petitioner
preferred appeal before the Division Bench. After hearing both sides, the Division Bench
observed that there was no error in the judgment passed by the learned Single Judge.The
information Commissioner had himself stated that if the decision of C.M.D. is conveyed,
there could be some noting or decision given by him in writing and, therefore, if any such
record is available, the same could and should be supplied to the appellant. However, there
was also a finding in the said order of the Information Commissioner to the effect that if no
records are available, there would be no question of furnishing any copy of the same and,
therefore, there might not be directions to furnish the record if the same is not in existence.
Holding this the High Court dismissed the appeal.

7. Delay in providing information

High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh - C.W.P. No. 6558 / 2007, Dated :28-
03- 2008, Rajan Sachdev, Petitioner Vs.State Information Commission, Punjab.

In this case the petitioner was an advocate and working as Notary Public. He applied
to the Public Information Officer for supply of certified copies of various documents. The
chief Information Officer passed an order holding that since the information has been
delivered to the petitioner and delay was not deliberate or wilful,no penalty could be imposed
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on respondents viz.Public Information Officer. It is against this order the petitioner filed writ
petition. After hearing both sides, the High Court held that there is no merit in the writ
petition. According to Section 20 of the RTI Act, there could be numerous situations when
penalty could be imposed which includes refusal to receive the application for information
without any reasonable cause or failure to furnish information within the time specified in
Sub Sec.(1) of Sec. 7 of the RTI Act. It is pertinent to mention that a period of 30 days itself
has been provided by Sub Sec. (1) of Section 7 of the Act but delay beyond 30 days has to be
without any reasonable cause. If the delay to supply the information is mala fide or it
amounts to giving incorrect , incomplete or misleading information then also penalty could
be imposed at Rs. 250/- per day. Taking into account aforementioned provision, we are of the
view that there is no room for us to conclude that the delay was not reasonable or it was
wilful or delay was actuated by malafide intention. Holding this the High Court dismissed the
writ petition.

8. Penalty

High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh - C.W.P. No. 3494 of 2007, Dated
11-02-2008, Rajbala, PetitionerVs, State of Haryana,

The writ petition was filed against the order passed by the State Information Commission
claiming that he has failed to impose penalty as contemplated under section 20 of the Right
To Information Act despite the fact that the respondent Nos. 3 and 4 were deficient in not
furnishing the requisite information as pet: the provisions of the RTI Act, During the course
of hearing of the application by the State Information Commission, information as sought for
by the petitioner was provided. However the State information Commission did not impose
any penalty. The petitioner, therefore, insisted for imposition of penalty by filing writ
petition. After hearing both sides the high Court held that once the commission has accepted
that there was no mala fide intention- and the delay was caused only on account of lack of
proper appreciation of the provisions of the Act, then it must be construed to be the
reasonable cause within the meaning of second proviso to Section 20(1) of the RTI Act.
According to the second proviso the burden of proof that the officer had acted reasonably and
diligently was on the information officer. Once the aforementioned stand has been accepted,
we do not find any legal infirmity in the impugned order and there is no room for us to issue
directions against the respondents by invoking penal provision of the Act. Holding this the
writ petition was dismissed.

9. Delay in Information because of Voluminous Records
High Court of Punjab and Har yana at Chandigarh - C.W.P. No. 10027 of 2008,Dated:

8-4-2008, Umesh Kumar Sharda and another, Pet1t10ne1 Vs, The Punjab Informatlon
and othels
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In this case, the petitioner had sought information from respondents 2 to 4 who were
Indian Red Cross Societies. The Punjab Information Commission directed the respondents 2
to 4 to furnish the petitioner with the desired information on payment of fee on account of
voluminous tecord. The petitioner challenged this order contending that he is entitled to
receive information free of charges in case the information has not been furnished within a
period of 30 days. The respondents 2 to 4 raised preliminary objection on the ground that
they cannot be considered as Public Authority as per the definition of that expression under
RTI Act.The State Information Commission overruled this objection. However, the
commission directed that the information might be furnished on payment of required fee,
Feeling aggrieved the petitioner-prefeired petition under Article 26 of the Constitution.After
hearing both sides the High Court held that no interference in the order passed by the
Commission would be warranted, The objection raised by the respondents societies were sent
to the petitioner within the prescribed period of 30 days and they did not approach them. The
first date of hearing before the Commission was 26- 02-2007 and the objection raised was
overruled. There was no legal infirmity in the view taken by the Commission that the pertod
of 30 days would start running U/s 7 of the Act from 26-02-2007 when the directions for
furnishing information were issued because earlier period was consumed in deciding the
preliminary objection raised by the respondents. It was also held by the High Court that
information asked for by the petitioner is lengthy and voluminous and payment of Rs, 2 per
page is not excessive. Holding this the writ petition was dismissed.

10. ACRs of Public Servaif are not p rivate in character

High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh - CWP No. §396 12008, Dated : 19-
05-2008, State of Punjab and others, Petitioner Vs.State Information Commission,
Punjab.

Brief facts of the case are that on 18.7.2006, Shri Faquir Chand Sharma-respondent
No. 2, filed an application under the Right to Information Act, 2005 (for brevity, 'the Act),
with the Public Information Officer-petitioner No. 3 for supply of copies of Annual
Confidential Reports-for the period from 1.4.2000 to 31.3.2006. The Public Information
Officer-petitioner No. 3 referred the matter to the Appellate Authority i.e. Superintendent
Executive Patiala Circle-I, PWD (B&R) Branch, Patiala. After considering the matter, the
Appellate Authority vide order dated 8.8.2006 declined the request on the ground that the
information demanded by respondent No. 2 is confidential and the same is exempted from
disclosure under Section 8 of the Act.

Second appeal was filed and the State Information Commission, Punjab, passed an
order holding that Shri Faquir Chand Sharmarespondent No. 2 is entitled to the information
sought by him. The Executive Engineer,Provincial Division: No. 1, PWD (B&R),
Patialapetitioner No. 3 has been directed to deliver copies of his ACRs for the period from
1.4.2000 to 31.3.2006 within a period of 15 days to him. This petition filed under Article 226
of the Constitution of India challenges order dated 5.11.2007.The ACRs of a public servant
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are not private in character. In any case, when an employee asks for disclosure of his own
ACR the demand cannot be declined because now all ACRs are required to be communicated
to a public servant, whether adverse, good, very good etc. In paras 19 and 20 of the judgment
rendered in the case of Dev Dutt v. Union of India and others (Civil Appeal No. 7631 of
2002, decided on 12.5.2008), Hon'ble the Supreme Court has observed as under:- * In our
opinion, every entry in the A.C.R. of public servant must be communicated to him within a
reasonable period, whether it is a poor, fair, average, good or very good entry. This is
because non-communication of such an entry may adversely affect the employee in two
ways:

(1) Had the entry been communicated to him he would know about the assessment of his
work and conduct by his superiors, which would enable him to improve his work in future
(2) He would have an opportunity of making a representation against the entry if he feels it is
unjustified, and pray for its upgradation up. Hence noncommunication of an entry is
arbitrary, and it has been held by the Constitution Bench decision of this Court in Maneka
Gandhi vs. Union of India [AIR 1978 SC 597] C.W.P. No. 8396 of 2008 (supra) that
arbitrariness violates Article 14 of the Constitution. (para-19) Thus it is not only when there
is a bench mark but in all cases that an entry (whether it is poor, fair, average, good or very
good) must be communicated to a public servant, otherwise there is violation of the principle
of fairness,which is the soul of natural justice. Even an outstanding entry should be
communicated sincethat would boost the morale of the employee and make him work
harder.” (para-20) In the light of the aforesaid view of Hon'ble Supreme Court, it has now
become obligatory to even communicate good or better reports to a public servant or an
employee of the Corporation, Board or judiciary. Therefore, the controversy has been settled
by the Hon'ble Supreme Court. This petition fails and the same is dismissed.

11. File Noting and Correspondence can be disclosed

High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh - W.P. (C) No. 7289/2009, Dated :
14-07-2009, State of Punjab, Petitioner Vs State Information Officer and Others.
Respondent No.2 moved an application under the Right to Information Act, 2005 (in
short, the Act), to get copies of the documents. The requisite information was not supplied.
He went to the State Information Commissioner, Punjab. Upon notice, with regard to the
information demanded, the petitioner sought exemption by invoking provisions of Section
8(1)(a) of the Act. To claim exemption, it was stated that if information is supplied to the
respondent No.2, it will affect economic interest of the State. That argument was rejected and
the State was directed to supply the information demanded by respondent No.2. State
Information Commission, Punjab observed as under in its order dated 10.2.2009:-Civil Writ
Petitlon No.7289 of 2009 2 "A reading of Clause (a) of Section 8(1) shows that information
that would be exempt from disclosure under that clause would be information likely to
judicially affect the sovereignty, integrity, security of India or its strategic, scientific or
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economic interests. The information demanded in this case i.e. notings and correspondence in
then Finance Department, pertaining to the merger of DRDA staff in Zila Parishads/ Line
Department, is, by no stretch of imagination, such information as may tend to judicially
affect sovereignty, integrity or security of India or the strategic, scientific or economic
interests of the country. The objection taken by the respondent to show the least far fetched
and is accordingly, rejected.” This writ petition has been filed to lay challenge to above said
order. Bven in the additional affidavit, facts have not been disclosed to show that how
financial interest of the State will suffer, in case the demanded information is supplied to
~ respondent No.2. Copies of the documents,which respondent No.2 wants to be supplied to
him, are the official notings etc, This Court feels that in view of the provisions of Section 8
of the Act, no exemption can be granted to the petitioner unless it is disclosed as to how
economic interest of the State will suffer. No explanation has been furnished in that regards.
No case is made out for interference. Dismissed.

12.Misuse of RTI Act

High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh - W.P. No. Decided on 19-11-2007,
Rajan Verma, Petitioner Vs. Union of India (UOI), Ministry Of Finance, Banking
Divisions & Others. '

1. The petitioner directed this writ petition for quashing the impugned orders passed
by respondent Nos. 3 to 5 and for directing them to provide information to the petitioner
under the RTT Act. The facts leading to this writ petition were that the Firm M/s S.R. Rajan
& Company had taken loan from respondent No.5 and the petitioners stood as guarantors for
the repayment of said loan. The borrower account of M/s Rajan and Company became NPA
and the petitioner wanted to settle the matter with the Bank. The petitioner moved an
application to the Manager for providing information under the RTI Act with regard to the
details of compromise made by the Bank during the last 5 years with the different parties of
NPA. No such information was furnished by the Bank and, therefore, the petitioner moved
higher authorities by preferring various applications. The matter was taken to Central
Information Commission in Appeal but same was rejected and, therefore, petitioner was
compelled to file present writ petition. :

2. On perusal of facts and relevant provisions under the RTI Act, the High Court
observed that the Central Information Commission has reached the conclusion that the
petitioner is seeking information in respect of details of customers and the same falls under
the exempted category under sections 8( I)(d), 8(1)(e) and 8(1)(i) of the RTI Act. It was also
observed that information sought by the petitioner was not only from Canara Bank but also
from the Banking division of the Government of India and from the department of Economic
Affairs , Ministry of Finance. Both parties have transferred the RTI Applications to the
Canara Bank which is Public Authority holding the information. Thus the petitioner was
unnecessarily approaching multiple authorities for the same set of information knowing it
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fully well that the Information requested is held by the Canara Bank and not by other
authorities mentioned above. The éompetitive position of the third party including an
information relating to commeicial confidence, trade secrets or intellectual property cannot
be sought as the same is barred under section 8(1){(d)of the RTI Act.The personal information
and the information between the person in fiduciary relationship is exempted from disclosure
under the RTT Act.

3. Lastly The High Court observed that the petitioner was seeking the details of
accounts of other private individuals and concemns and on that account, the same has been
rightly declined.Instead of making the payment of the loan amount, for which he is legally
bound, the petitioner has resorted to rush the hierarchy of the bank of filing application under
the RTT Act in respect of information for which the bank is exempted under Section 8 of the
RTI Act, |

4. Thus the petitioner has misused the provisions of the RTI Act. Holding this the
High Court dismissed the writ petition on merits.

13. ACR not private or confidential in character

High Court of Punjab and Haryana at Chandigarh - W.P. No. 8396 of 2008, Decided on
19-05-2008, State of Punjab and others, Petitioner, Vs, State Information Officer &
another, Respondents, .

1. Briet facts of this case are that respondent No. 2 filed an application under the
Right to Information Act 2005 with petitioner No. 2 for supply of copies of annual
confidential reports for the period from 1-04-2000 to 31-03-2006. The petitioner No. 3
referred the matter to the appellate authority. After considering the matter the appellate
authority declined the request on the ground that the information demanded by respondent
No. 2 is confidential and same is exempted from disclosure under section 8 of the Act.
Feeling aggrieved the respondent filed an appeal before the commission. After hearing both
sides the commission allowed the appeal which order was challen ged in writ petition.

2. After hearing both sides and on perusal of provisions under RTI Act, the High
Court observed that perusal of section 8(1)(e) of the RTI Act shows that it opens up with a
non-obstinate clause providing that there is no obligation cast on the authorities to give a
citizen any information concerning the fiduciary relationship of another person. However, the
information may still have to be made available if larger public interest justifies such
disclosure. Likewise, according to Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, if information sought is
purely personal information without any relationship to any public activities or interest then
its disc_loéure could be refused. It follows that disclosure of any information which is in
 public domain, cannot be denied. The annual Confidential Reports of a public servant are not
private in character. In any case when an émployee asks for disclosure of his own ACR the .
demand cannot be declined because now all ACRs are required to be communicated to a
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public servant, whether adverse, good, very good etc. The Supreme Court has made this
position clear in the case of Dev Dutt v, Union of Indla and Others (Civil Appeal No. 7631 of
2002, decided on 15-05-2008).

3. Lastly it was held that it has now become obligatory (0 even communicate good or
better reports to a public servants or an employee of the corporation, board or judiciary. For
this reason the petition fails and same is dismissed.

14, Exempted Information Sec. 8

High Court of Karnataka at Bangalore -W.P. No. 7953 of 2007, Dated: 16-07-2008, Sri
H. Ramakrishna beda, Petitioner Vs, Karnataka Information Commission and
another, Respondents. _

In this case, the petitioner was directed to furnish the particulars sought by the Second
respondent. The particulars were in the nature of the property at Mysore. The grievance of -
the petitioner was that furnishing of the said particulars would result in unwarranted invasion
of the privacy of the individual and therefore, U/s 8 of the Right to Information Act 2005
there is exemption from disclosure by information. The petitioner was the Managing Director
of Karnataka State Coir Development Corporation Ltd. The Karnataka High Court held that
every public servant has to disclose all his assets and members of his family. In fact the said
disclosure has been made by the petitioner in the usual course. The particulars sought for
was with reference to the said particulars which he had already disclosed. Therefore, as is
clear from Clause (j) of Seciion 8,such information i% not ex empied. Therefore, the
authorities were justified in directing the petitioner to furnish the particulars sought by
second respondent namely the applicant.

15. Private information can be disclosed in public interest

High Court of Chennai W.P. 35490/2007,Dated : 24-01-2008, A.C. Sekar, Petitioner, Vs.
The Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies and others, Respondents.

In this case the petitioner was a sales-man in the Second Respondent Bank and had
filed writ petition against the directions given by the first respondent Deputy Registrar to the
Second respondent to furnish the information sought for by the third respondent. The
information that was sought for was the details regarding the 7 ration shops run by the
Second Respondent society and the sales registers maintained by the petitioner during the
relevant period. After hearing both sides the High Court held that the communication
between the respondents 1 and 2 and the petitioner has no locus standi to challenge the same,
The petitioner cannot claim any 1‘i§;ht of privacy if those details are furnished to any citizen
who seeks such information. It is not as if the third respondent is a stranger (o the institution
from which the Information is sought for. But rather she is beneficiary and consumer of the
products sold to the public on a State subsidy and,therefore, she, as a citizen as well as a
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beneficiary of the consumer from the said shop, is entitled to seek the said information. It
was also observed by the High Court that it must be noted that no private information of the
petitioner has been sought for and the information i.e. sought for is only relating to the public
office held by the petitioner as sales-person in the society. After considering the scope of the
RTI Act, it was held that the attempt of the petitioner to thwart the direction issued by the
first respondent cannot be countenanced by this court, In fact, in these days when there is an
increasing allegation of misfeasance and malfeasance committed in fair price shops are
coming to the notice of the public, the RTI Act can be potent weapon to check such illegat
and criminal activitics of the staff employed in those shops. If ultimately by furnishing of
such information, the affairs of the society can be brought to the attention of the authorities,
who are in charge of supply of essential commodities, it can stem the tide of further rot into
the system. Holding this the writ petition was dismissed by the High Court.
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Quiz

Questions

Q.No. Answers

1. |Can a citizen of India get information in his capacity as office holder of a No .
society or institution such as M D of a company?

2. | Can information be withheld on ones personal standing? No

3. | Does one need to distlose the purpose of seeking the information? No

4. | Can one inspect the files, documents kept in a government office and seek Yes
photocopy? ' '

5. | Can one seek copy of file noting?(*file noting” unless the same relates to No
matters covered under Section 8 of the Act (The CIC in the case of
Satyapal vs TCIL) _

8. | Can people inspect the material being used and seek a sample? Yes

7- | How old information can be asked under this law? Yes
(If the record has not been destroyed even though it is beyond retention period,
the same will be provided by the PiO. While seeking information one should
keep this fact in view.) ' -

8. Yes
Can voluminous information be denied by P10?

(one should seek information after assessing the need.){’in the case of B.H,
Veeresha vs Canara Bank)

9. | Information- what is it? . ‘ Pl read 2{f)
(Records, documents ,memos ,e-mails ,models ,advises , press releases ,
circulars, orders logbooks , contracts , reports , papers , samples, data material
held in any electronic form) '

10. [ Can we ask the future course of action as information in a case? No
(Shri Ravi Kumar vs Coffee Board, Bangalore)

11.|Can PIO seek information from other individuals to meet the applicant’s No

request? (p! refer a case B/w Mrs § Lilawathi wanted information about Mrs
Devsena. CIC) '
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12.| Can applicant be asked to inspect records and identify the required Yes
information? (pl refer the case of Sh Sarabjit Roy vs Dehii development
Authority(DDA) '

13.1 Can we seek certified copy of a document under RTI where other laws prevail? No
( Sh Mallu Ram Jakhar vs Delhi Police)

14.1 Is the Officer whose assistance is sought responsible for defay? Yes
(Shri Ravinder Balwani vs Joint Commissioner of Police, New Delhi)

15.| Can assistance of other Officer in replying be treated as a violation? No

16.| Can applicant be asked to provide reasons for seeking information? No

17.| Can the P10 provide part of the information asked? Yes

18, “Yes
Can information be sought from Supreme Court?( Sh Suhabsh Chand |
Agrawal vs Supreme Court of India) The people of India are entitled to get
information even if it is with the highest authority.

19.1 Is one entitled to get information even if it is with the highest authority? Yes

20.] Can records be procured by one authority from anather authority for supply to Yes
the applicant?( Shri Mahaaeb Barik vs General Manager, South Eastern
Railway)

21.| Can the applicant be informed about reasons if information is not readily Yes
available?( Shri B.K. Dash vs CPIO & Deputy Director (Admn}, AlIMS)

22.]1 Who is to determine the cost of information? plO

23.| Can fees be charged as per DOPT rules if the fee under other Act is higher? No

24.} Can department charge for priced publicafions? Yes

25.| Is the applicant entitled to get information free of cost in delayed cases?( the Yes
case of Sh Rakesh Aggarwal vs Delhi Jal Board)

26.| What is to be done if the PIO asks for extra fee malafidely? (Such an attempt can
can be challenged through the process of appeal. challenge

27, No

Is information required in connection with sanitation covered less than 48
hours category? {such information should be supplied as early as possible)
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28.| Can persons performing normal duties in office seek information under Life or No
Liberty category?( Er. Sarbajit Roy vs Delhi Development Authority)

29. [ Can information sought by persons on hunger strike be covered under Life or Yes
liberty? ( Shri Shekhar Singh, Smt Aruna Roy & others vs Prime Minister’s
Office) '

30.| Can extra time be given for compilation of huge data? No
(Howéver in some cases where PIO had genuine problem in getting data from

various sources and compiling them, the Commission has taken a lenient view
but it cannot be construed to be permissible. In the case of Mrs Bimla Katoch vs
Indian Oil Corporation Ltd extra time was allowed

31.| Can delay be condoned where justified?{ depending upon circumstances and Yes
efforts made by the PLO.)in the case of Shri Amal Das vs Director (Tourism),

UT Administration of Daman & Diu)

32.] Is the applicant entitled to know the particulars of the Appellate Authority?( Yes
As per Act the PIO and the first appellate authority are required to intimate the
particulars of the next appellate authority and the time frame within which the
appeal can be filed.{ Shri R.K.Jain vs CPIO Department of Posts)

33.| can RTI application be rejecced under some other act or rule?( A request No
received under the RTI Act can only be rejected under the provisions of this Act A
alone.){ Shri Rajesh Pandita vs CPIO, Department of Post)

34. | What is deemed refusal? Yes
(If the PIO fails to respond within the prescribed time frame it is considered as
deemed refusal. ( In the case of Yogesh Sharma vs Survey of India)

35. [ What should one do if the information is not provided within stipulated périod? : file an

appeal

36. | What should one do when one intends to inspect documents? file an

applicati
on

37. | What is the procedure for obtaining sample of material? file an

' ' applicati
on
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38. | Can we seek opinion of department instead of information? - No
39. | Does the applicant have a right to know the conclusion in a complaint case filed | Yes
by him?( In the case of a complaint filed by an applicant he/she has the right to
know the end result.)( in the case of Shri Madan Lal -Mirg vs Joint
Commissioner (FFR), M/o Home Affairs)
40. | Has any form been prescribed for filing first appeal? Yes
41. | What is the time frame for disposal of first appeal? 30 tod5
within 30 days of receipt of the appeal or not exceeding a total of 45 days, days
42. | What should one do if he is not satisfied with the outcome of first appeal? 90 days
43. | Can one file appeal directly with the Information Commission (the second | No
appellate authority)?
{Shri Mahadev Ramrao Sabnis vs Central Registfar Cooperative Societies)
No. One must prefer first appeal before coming to CIC or SIC. It has been held in a
number of cases that the first appeal has to be exhausted by the appellant first
before preferring second appeal.
44. | Do the state commissions follow identical pattern? Yes
45. | Should one segfa;sz',t:}lﬁc_e of éavocate_s during appeal process? May/ma
y not
46. | What is the process of service of notice on respondents? At least
: four
One can seek service of notice to the respondents in the following modes;
service by the party itself;/ by hand delivery through Process Servery/by
registered post with acknowledgement due; or /through Head of office or
Department,
47.. | What are the rights of an appellant during the appeal process?

® hear oral or see written evidence on oath or on afflda\nt from concerned or
interested persons; :

® peruse or inspect documents, public records or copies thereof

® inquire through authorized officer further details or facts;

s hear Central/State Public Information Officer, Central or State Assistant Public
Information Officer or the first appellate authority, or such person against
whom the complaint is made, as the case may be;

¢ hear third party; and

* receive evidence on affidavit from Central Public information Officer, Central |
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Assistant Public Information Officer, such Senior Officer who decided the first
appeal, such person against whom the complaint lied or the third party.

the provisions of the Act? { Ravinder Kumar vs MCD)

Under Sec 20 (1) of the Right to Information Act, 2005, the Information
Commission must satisfy itself that the CPIO has without reasonable cause:

i) Refused to receive an application

ii) Not furnished information within the specified time frame

48. | How much in advance should the notice reach the appellant? at least
7 days
¢ The notice should reach the appellant at least seven clear days before the
date of hearing.
49. | How does the Information Commission pronounce its order
* The order is to be given in writing duly authenticated by the Registrar or
any other officer authorized by the Commission.
50. | Can one summon the records through the commission? Yes
~ 51. | Can a PIO file an appeal against the orders of First Appellate Authority?{ in one No
case K.K. Shrivastava, CPIO, vs The Appellate Authority, Chief
Commissioner, Central Excise)

52, | Can one seek compensation for the losses suffered by him due to non compliance Yes
of the Act by public authorities?

» One can seek compensation for the losses suffered by him/her due to
delay in supply of information or because of supply of wrong
information etc,

53. | Can third party go in appea! If FIO decides to give information? Yes
The third party has got a right to file an appeal in case it is not satisfied with the
decision of the CICl or SIC Public Information Officer, who takes a decision to
provide information. The appeal process is same as in other cases.

54. | What are the powers of the commission to impose penalty

. 'The Commissions can impose penalty @ Rs. 250/- for each day of delay
subject to a maximum of Rs. 25,000/ for each case after giving the PIO an
opportunity of hearing.

* In case of persistent default by a PIO.

¢ the Commission has ordered initiation of dzsuplmary cases against such
delinquent officials. :

55. Can one seek imposition of penalty upon the officers who fa:led to comply with Yes

i) Malafidely denied information
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iv) Knowingly given incorrect, incomplete or misleading information
v) Destroyed information/obstructed-giving information.®.

56,

Can one get grievances redressed through the commission?

RTl is not for grievance redressal. Information and redressal of grievance are two
distinct things.

No

57.

Has the commission paid damages in any case?

Smt Gita Devi Verma has been paid damages where the Ministry of Urban Affairs
failed to supply information. The commission held that she is also entitled to
reimbursement of Rs 50/ as damages suffered by her u/s 19 (8} {b).

Yes

58.

Has commission devised any Performa for Annual Report and other reports?

The Commission has devised a common proforma for seeking an annual return
from all public authorities. Every Ministry is requested to fill this proforma for all
public authorities including Departments working with them. The proforma is also
to be used for providing information for all public authorities including Public
Sector Undertakings, Autonomous Bodies set up under the Societies Act, Statutory
Corporations, Boards, Constitutional Bodies like C&AG, Election Commission of
India, Supreme Court, Delhi High Court, Lok Sahha, Rajya Sabha end NGOs financed
by them or in their control ete.

Yes

59,

Are P1Os and Appellate Authorities required to maintain some data?

Yes

60.

Can third party go in appeal if PIO decides to give information?

The third party has got a right to file an appeal in case it is not satisfied with the
decision of the Central or State Public Information Officer, who takes a decision to
provide information. The appeal process is same as in other cases.

Yes

61.

Can BDA give third party information?
In case of Sarbjit Roy Vs. DDA, the CIC held the following:

“Any information requested having being supplied to DDA by a third party, which

has been treated as confidential by that third party, shall be dealt with as per Sec 11
of the ACT. Sec 7(9) of the Act does not authorize a public authority to deny
information.”

Yes

62,

Can permanent income tax account number of third party be disclosed?

No

{in case of Arun Verma vs Income Tax)The permanent income tax account number
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of an individual is confidential information. The commission has held that making
PAN public can result in misuse of this information by other persons to quote
wrong PAN while entering into financial transactions and also could compromise
the privacy of the personal financial transactions linked with PAN. This also holds
true for TAN. Information relating to PAN and TAN, including the date of issue of
these numbers, are composite and confidential in nature under Section 138 of
Income Tax Act.

63.

Can we get income tax returns of the third party?
(Mr. Rakesh Agarwal vs Commissioner of Income Tax)

Tax returns of third party cannot be disclosed. In one case Sh Rakesh Aggarwal vs
Income tax the applicant sought information about tax returns filed by a third
party and a-copy of the investigation report on TEP filed by him, which is in
progress. It wad denied. The commission held that the appellate authority has
correctly applied Sections 8 {1){j) and 8(1}{h) for exemption of information from
disclosure |

No

64,

Can Tax Evasion Petition report be disclosed?

(Sh. Bhagat Singh vs Director General of Income Tax (Investigation),
Ministry of Finance): These can be disclosed to the person who had lodged
such a complaint. The commission has held in the case of Sh Bhagat Singh that as
the investigations on TEP have been conducted by DIT (Inv.), the relevant report is

the outcome of public action, which needs to be disclosed. This, therefore, cannot*

be exempted u/s 8(1)(j) as interpreted by the appellate authority. Accordingly, DIT
{Investigation) is directed to disclose the report as per the provision u/s 10 (1) &
(2), after the entire process of investigation and tax recovery, if any, is complete in
every respect

Yes

65.

Can we obtain information about bank accounts of other companies?

(A. P Singh vs Punjab National Bank):An applicant wanted to have the details of
the bank account of a company. The same was denied and the first appellate
authority upheld decision of PIO. When the matter went to CIC on appeal, it was
held that the appellant had not indicated any ‘bonafide public interest in having
access to the Bank account of the Company, with, which he has no association or
business relationship. The decision of the first appellate authority was therefore
upheld

No

176




66.

Can we get copy of enquiry report where evidence has been given in confidence?

(Madan Lal vs National Sample Survey Organisation):In this case the applicant
wanted enquiry report conducted in a sexual harassment case but the same was
denied in the appeal. It was held that in view of the fact that evidence had been
given in confidence and that no action has been 'proposed or contemplated against
the appellant on the basis of the evidence, as per letter dated 19.11.2003, the
public authority will furnish a copy of only the part of the report containing the
findings and recommendations of both the reports within 15 days of receipt of this
decision

No

67.

Can we get the bio data of applicants who have applied for some post?

When a candidate submits his application for appointment to a post under a public
authority, the same becomes a public document and he cannot object to the
disclosure on the ground of invasion of privacy. The commission accordingly
directed the CPIO to furnish coples of the bio-data submitted by the 4 candidates
as requested by the applicant

Yes

68.

Can we get copies of medical reports of others?

(Bhagwan Chand Saxena ve Expert Inspection Council of India):As far
as the medical reports are concerned, they are purely petsonal to the individuals and
furnishing of copies of the same would amount to invasion of privacy of the
individuals and therefore need not be furnished.

No

69.

Can information treated as confidential by third party be given?

(Shri Shekhar Singh, Smt Aruna Roy & others vs Prime Minister's
Office): However, claims by a third party are only those laid down in Sec 11 (1)
wherein it is laid down that this pertains to ‘information supplied by a third party
and has been treated as confidential by that third party’.

No

70.

Can information about officials in matrimonial dispute be provided to the spouse?

(Shri Om Prakash Pokhriyal vs Indian Airlines Lid):This is a third party .

information which needs to be decided in consultation with the third party.
However in the case of Sh Om Parkash Pokhriyal vs Indian Air Lines where the
applicant sought informatlon about pay drawn by her wife it was not given.

No

71,

Can audited balance sheets of third party be shown?

(Sh. Sadashiv Dattatraya Nikam vs Chief Commissioner of
Income):These amount to disclosure of trade and commerce secrets. The

No
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commission in the matter of Sh. Sadashiv Dattatraya Nikam vs Chief
Commissioner of Income examined the matter and it was held that the
information sought is submitted by the third party to the IT Department. Since
relevant document is neither created nor prepared by the Public Authority nor is
the outcome of its activities, the CPIO has correctly applied Section 8 (1} {d} and
(e) for withholding the information.

72,

Can personal information of a third party given in fiduciary capacity be
disclosed?

(Shri P.K.Sharma vs Oriental Bank of Commerce):in such matters the
third party need to be consulted and a decision can be taken after 'gi'ving due
weightage to the contention of the third party.

No

73.

Can seeking information about business of third party result in unwarranted
invasion of privacy?(1) Sh Kandikonda Saibabu vs State Bank of India {2) M/s
Venkatasal Modern Binny Rice Mill and Khadi Board. The Appellate Authority has
upheld the decision of the CPIQ, whereby he was informed that disclosure of
information would cause unwarranted invasion of privacy of the customer as
envisaged u/s 8{1)(j} of the RTI Act.

Yes

74,

Can information be denied due to strong objection by third party?
(Shri Mallu Ram Jakhar vs Joint Commissioner of Police (Crime):In the
case of Sh Mallu Ram Jakhar vs Delhi Police it was found that according to the

| appellate authority and the CPIO — the third party stzongly ob]ected to the

disclosure of the information to the appellant.

No

75,

Can information, which has not been held in confidence, also be denied?

No
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Right To Information

Websites and their RTT links







www.cgg.gov.in
®  hitp://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/

¢ hiip://www.parivartan.com/
® http://www.rligateway.org.in
®  http://iwww.freedominfo.org

.

®  Office of the Council of Ministers *  www.opmcm.gov.np

¢ Ministry of Information and Communication ¢ www.moic.gov.np

® Department of Information, Nepal *  www.doinepal.gov.np

*  Press Council Nepal ®  www.presscouncilnepal.org
National NGOs

®  Freedom Forum _ *  www.freedomforum.org.np

* Information First * www.infofirst.co.cc

® “Pro Public : ®  www.propublic.org

¢ Transparency Int. Nepal *  www.tinepal.org

International NGOs

* ARTICLE 19 , ®  www.article19.0rg
*  Access Info ¢  www.access-info.org
¢ Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative *  www.humanrightsinitiative.org
* International Freedom of Expression
. ®*  www.ifex.org

Exchange

®* Right to Information: Good Law and
. : *  www,right2info.org

Practice
¢  Open Society Justice Initiative * ‘www.justiceinitiative.org
®*  Right to Information ®*  www.righttoinformation.org
*  Right to Information in india *  www.rtl.gov.in
- Commission
Natfonal Human Rights Commission . www.nhrcnepal.org
National Information Commission . www.nic.gov.np
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10

11
12

13

14
15

16
17

18
19

20

21

22

23 .

24

23
26

27

Department of Administrative
Reforms & PG

Department of Agricultural
Research & Education

Department of Agriculture &
Cooperation

Department of AIDS Conirol

Department of Animal
Husbandry, Dairying and
Fisheries

Department of AYUSH
Department of Bio-Technology

Department of Chemicals &
Petrochemicals

Department of Commerce

Department of Consumer
Affairs

Department of Defence

Department of Defence
Production

Department of Defence
Research & Development

Department of Disinvestment

Department of Economic
Affairs

Department of Expenditure

Department of Ex-Servicemen
Welfare

Department of Fertilisers

Department of Financial
Services

Department of Food & Public
Distribution

Departinent of Health & Family
Welfare

Department of Health Research
Department of Heavy Industries

Department of Higher
Education

Department of Home

Department of Industrial Policy
& Promotion

Department of Information

http://darpg.gov.in/

http://dare.nie.in

hitp:/fagricoop.nic.in

htip://www.nacoonline.org

hitp:/dahd.nic.in/animal.htm

hitp:/Awww.indianmedicine.nic.in
hitp://dbtindia.nic.in
http:/ichemieals.nic.in/

htip:///commerce.nic.in

hitp://consumeraffairs.nic.in

http:/fwww.mod.nic.in

htip://mod.nic.in/product&supp/weleonme.html

hitp:/fwww.drdo.gov.in/

http:/fwww.divest nic.in/

hitp:/finmin.nie.in/the_ministry/dept_eco_affairs/dea,asp

http:l!ﬁmn'in.nic.inlthe ministry/dept_expenditurefindex.asp

http://mod.nic.infwelfareschemes/welcome . himl

hitp://fert.nic.infindex. htm

hitp://www. feamin.nic.in/dfpd_html/index.asp

http://www.mohfw.nic.in/

hitp:/fwww.dhr.gov.in

http://cdhi.nic.in
htip://mhrd.gov.in/higher_education

hitp://inha,nic.infuniquepage.asp?ld Pk=225
http;//dipp.nic.in/

http://mit.gov.in/
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28
29
30
31

32

33
34
35

36
37

38

39

40

41

42

Technology

Department of Justice
Department of Land Resources
Deparhnent of Legal Affairs

Department of Pensions &
Pensioners Welfare

Department of Personnel &
Training

Depariment of Pharmaceuticals
Department of Posts

Department of Public
Enferprises

Depariment of Revenue

Department of Rural
Development

Department of School
Education and Literacy

Department of Science &
Technology

Department of Scientific &
Industrial Research

Department of
Telecommunications

Legislative Department
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hitp:/lawmin.nic.in/doj/

http://dolr.nic.in
hitp:/Alawmin.nic.in/Eegal.him

hitp;//persmin.nic.in/pension/

http://persnin.nic.in

htip.//pharmaceuticals.gov.in

hitp:/fwwyw.indiapost.gov.in
http://dpemic.in

http://dor.gov.in
hitp:/froral.nic.in/

http://mibrd.gov.infschooleducation

hitp://www.dst.gov.in

hitp: A www.dsir.gov.in/

hitp://www.dot.gov.in/

http://lawmin.nic.in/Legis.htm
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(Formats)






Format for Directory of PIOs/Appellate Authorities Name of the Public Authority :

Format -1

SINo | Name and address of Area/ type of Name and Name and Name and address
the PIO and contact information address of the address of of information -
No available with the APIOs and appellate commissioners and
PIO contact No. officer and contact Nos.
contact Nos.
1 2 3 4 5 6
[Source : Centre for Good Governance, Hyderabad)
Format ~ i
Inward/ outward registers
SiNo Date of Nameand | Subject/ | Third Party Details of Reference No. of
receipt of address of area details decision on fee, | supply of information
application applicant supply of communication/ of -
: information etc rejection with date
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

{Source : Centre for Good Governance, Hyderabad)
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Name of

No. Of

Format - 111

Disposal of information requests by PIOs. Reporting Year :

No of “ToiNo. | No.OF | MNo.OF | No OF | % of cascs
Departiment | requests requests Requests Requests requests requests access to
pending received disposed rejected deemed information
atthe end | - during the 10 be denied
of last yéar refused - |
‘ yea : .o - .
] 2 3 4 5 6 7
[Source : Centre for Good Governance, Hyderabad)
Format ~ IV
Inforination requests rejected by PIOs :
Reporting Year ;
Name of | Total No/ [ "MNo. OF [ No. Of No. OF No. Of No. Of
Department Of requests requests requests requests requests
requests | rejected u/s | rejected u/s 9 | rejected w/s rejected u/s rejected
rejecte 8 11 24 under other
. sections
1 2 3 4 5 6 T

[Source : Centre for Good Governance, Hyde_rabad]
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Disposal of first Appeals by Designated App'oiiate Officers Reporting Year

Format—V

Name of | No of first | No. Of First | Total No. No. Of No, Of % of No. Of First
Department | appeals Appeals Of First First First First appeals
pending preferred Appeals Appeals Appeals Appeals pending for
1. with the during the with disposed | . rejected | Rejected | more than 45
-appellate year Appeals : : . days
Officers . Officers '
| 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
[Source: Centre for Good Goverpance, Hyderabad]
Format ~ VI
Format to be maintained by the P1O for preparing the report
SINo | L.D. No Date of Fee Paid Further Fee Paid Date of If rejected,
Application furnishing or section under
rejection which rejected
1 3 4 5 6 7
Whether | Whethera | Whether the | Reasons Action Reasons for first Date of filling the
a case of case of information for non- taken appeal, if any - appeal
part third party was not supply if | against any and appeal
disctosure supplied at any officer for number
all delay or
non-supply
8 9 10 11 12 13 14




Date of Action taken | Reasons for | Date of Date of Action taken Reasons for third
appellate | on appellate second second appellate on appellate | party appeal, if any

order - order appeal, if any | appeal order order and appeal number

: ' and appeal

: number
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Date of Date of Action taken Amount of penaity if Disciplinary proceedings, if any
third party appellate on appeal any levied by SIC/CIC recommended by the SIC/CIC and

appeal order order oufcome

22 23 24

[Source: Directorate of Training, National Académy of Direct Taxes, Nagpur]
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Administrative Training Institute
Lalitha Mahal Road, Mysore - 570 011
Phone : Director General + 91-821-2520906
2522142, 2443264, 2443839 Fax : 0821 - 2523899
Email: dg-ati-kamy(@kar.nic.in Website : www.atimysore.gov.in





